(a1 
= 
8 
acl 
. 
1 
: 
V 
= 
E 
. 


pee 


« 


THE 


PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE 


Ge TiYuxyn 


MOST ANCIENT AND EONOURABLE SOCIETY 


or 
Free and Actepted Piſons: 
Together with the Duties enforced in ſeveral! 


CHARGES, Ee. 


Selected from the beſt 


AUTH OR Ss. 


—_— —_— 


—— ͤ—— 


Nibil melins iis MysSTE R116, quious ex agreffi immanique 
| vita exenlti ad Huyumayrtar am & mitigati ſuns. 
Cc. de Leg, H. 
— —¹llvõꝙv——ĩRʒèBqUL 


PRINTED AND SOLD BY THE EDITOR 


M.DCC.LXXXVI. 


bins 


126 6-115 
c 


= 
\ £9 4 
— 2 


. 

" * 

* 
4 


. 


FT FER Py 
r r 


CONTENTS. 


—— 


Principles of Maſonry. 


Chap. I. Of the Origin, Nature, and Defign of the 
mmm of hen x 
Chap. II. Of Secrecy and Obligatory Oaths 13 
Chap. III. Of Hieroghphics, Symbols, Signs, and 

 Srobatimany Degrees, 30 


Duties of a Nree-Maſom. 


Ae Charge an the Nu of St Jab 3 
An Addreſs for prometing 4 voluntary and charitable 
Contribution | 62 

A Short Charge »fually gouen to nex-admitted Bre- 
thre 70 
238 to ſeveral 9 
73 
a Lig, mat « Bf Pon, are 
| Conferienſurſe and Rudenſs in Converſation 85 
4A 


* * 


: CONTENTS, ,... 


4. A an the blen of « Member for Back 
bier and Sf bis h N 88 
4 Collin of Lows, whereby Lodges mey furniſh 


F 111 
"3 
114 


: . Wein, ec be 4d 
deft the Clair 20 
Fr er. -uhe 
_- Penalties — 121 
A. Fund and Property of the Lodge weffed in ihr 
n, Ec wt 122 
W. Profibre * ex”. x * A + 
_ X0-Ebdthr trd Chats of 2 
XIV. nnn ee, and their Daty 124 
ba : | XV. 


CONTENTS. 


xv. Ching E 124 
XVI Lows when 6 he read | . +. 5* Ba$ 
„ 

Lake, Se. 4. 
XVII. * Abregating, or Alxriag 
Lows 126 


fitutiaual Laws * Us 27 
r 
Clair . 128 
— — ts the Mater as bis being 
hwoefted and Inflalled | 133 
46k ü%.9“ſ Bo. 


„nee, 158 
| an —— 4 Fr 
} * Hall 150 


A | 275 


K 


: 


nt 


INTRODUCTION. 


I + ly confer Mar, we fhll fad him a 

_ ſocial being; and in effect. ſuch is his nature, 
that be cannot well ſubfift alone : For out of /- 
real and ſold happineſs. | 

Had not the Gov of Nature intended him for 
ſociety, he never would have formed him ſubje& 
to ſuch a variety of wants and infirmities. This 
wiſdom, and the regularity maintained throughout 
all the works of the Cut Creator > Un the con- 
trary, the very neceſſities of human nature unite. 
men together, wii tes & > tein cf nan 
dependence on one another. 
| Theneſore, to eſtabliſh our falicity, providence, 
in its general ſyſlem, with regard to the govern- 
ment of this world, has ordained a reciprocal 
connection between all the various parts of it, 
. f - A 7 which | 
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which cannot ſubſiſt without a mutual dependence; 
and from the human ſpecies, down to the loweſt 
parts of the creation, one chain unites all nature : 
Gov in the ature of cach being founds 
Its proper bliſs, and ſets its proper bounds ; 
But as he form'd a vhc/-, the whole to bleſs, 
On mutual wwar!s built mutual happineſs. 
So from the firſt eternal order ran, 
And creature link'd to creature, man to man. 
| Pore. 
Under theſe circumſtances, men muſt of neceſſity 
form aſſociations for their comfort and defence, as 
well-as for their very exiſtence. 
Had revelation been altogether filent on this 
point, yet we might by the mere Hght of nature 
have eaſily diſcovered it to be our duty, to be 
hindly affe@tioned one to another. No ſyſtem can be 
more agreeable to the common fentiments of 
man's ind, nothing built upon ſurer terms of equity 
and reaſon, than that I ſhould treat my fellow- 
creature with the ſame candour and benevolence, 
with the ſame affeQtion and ſineerity, that I ſhould 


( | expect 
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expect myſelf from him. It is true this was not 
delivered in expreſs words till the time of Mt, 
nor ſo fully explained and underſtood as at the 
coming of the prophets. Yet we have great rea- 
ſon to believe, that it was the firſt law revealed to 
Adam, iramediately upon his fall, and was the ge- 
nuine precept of uncorrupted human nature. 

By the firſt law is underſtood, that will of God 
which is diſcoverable to us by the light of reaſon, 
without the affiſtance of revelation. Now nothing 
is more evident than this grand maxim, That 
whatever principles and actions have an inſeparable 
connection with the public happineſs, and are ne- 
ceſſary to the well-being of fociety, are ſundamen- 
tal laws of nature, and bear the ftamp of divine 
authority. | 

If we confine ourſelves to particular parts of 
ſociety, and treat on bodies of men, who, though 
members of and ſubordinate to the general ſyſtem, 
their own immediate advantage, and, relatively, 
for the public benefit ; we ſhall find them entering 
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into ſuch aſſociations vpon different views, and to 
anſwer various purpoſes. We, in particular, fear 
no enemy at our gates, no violence from our 
ncighbours, and no treachery from our friends ; 
but aſſemble with men of fimilar opinions and 
manners, not out of neceſſity for the preſervation 
of our lives, but to render us more beneficial to 
others and pleaſing to ourſelves ; by enabling us 
to perform thoſe duties, and afford that affiftance 
to each other in a united capacity, which as indi- 
viduals we are unable to do. 

To this kind of aſſociations the following pages 
are confined, and treat on the ancient inſtitution of 
free and accepted Maſons in particular; an eftabliſh- 
ment founded on the benevolent intention of 
extcnding and confirming mutual happineſs, upon 
the beſt and trueſt principles of mara and cia 

For among many inſtances of the above truth, 
apparent to every, iatelligent perſon, let us reſlect, 
that in all ſocieties and governments there are fome 
indigent and miſerable, whom we are taught to 
regard as objects of our compaſſion, and conſe- 
, quer.tly 


Io -. 
quently of our bounty; ſuch it is our indifpenſible 
duty to aid with our counſel, commiſerate their 
| afllitions, and relieve them in their diſtreſs : 
'Tis what the happy to th' unhappy owe. 
For what man gives, the Gods on him beſtow. 
Porz. 
This principle is the band of peace, and the cement 
of maſaric affeftion. Free Maſons eſteem it a virtue 
of the moſt diffuſice nature, not to be confined to 
particular perſons, but extended to the whole race; 
| mage wing agg nt 1 
bet confirang benrfice. 
men with different capacities, and bleſſed them 
with various powers, that they may be mutually 
beneficial and ſerviceable to each other; and 
indeed wherever we turn our eyes and thoughts, we 


ſhall find ſcope ſufficient to employ thoſe capaci- 
ties, and exerciſe thoſe powers agreeable to the 
celebrated maxim, That we are not born for our- 
ſelves alone,” 


From 
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From the foregoing conſiderations, the neceſſity 
of conſtitating particular ſocieties is ſtrikingly ob- 
vious: For next to the veneration of the ſupreme 
Being, the love of mankind ſeems to be the moſt 
promiſing ſource of real ſatisfaftion, It is a never- 
failing one to him, who, poſſeſt of this principle, 
enjoys alſo the means of indulging it; and who 
makes the ſuperiority of his fortune, his know- 
ledge, or his power, ſubſervient to the wants of 
his fellow-creatures. It is true, there are few 
whoſe abilities or fortunes are ſo adapted to the 
neceſſities and inſirmĩties of human nature, as to 
fal beneficence, but 2 Hirt of aniteiſul benevolence 
may be exerciſed by all; and the bounteous Father 
of Nature has not proportioned the pleaſure to the 
greatneſs of the , but to the greatneſs of the 
canſe. By this it is not mcant to infinuate, that 
we are ſo obliged to te bountiful--that x will 


excuſe us; for it is an univerſal maxim among 
Man, that, Fuftice mn/? precet> Charity : And he 
who performs his part beſt, not he who perfonates 
an exalted character, will meet with moſt applauſe. 

To 
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To conclude then, let all worthy Brethren be 
diligent in the cultivation of every moral and fecial 
virtue; for fo long only do they act conſiſtently 
with the principles of their venerable inſtitution. 
And well, indeed, may it be called a happy inſti- 
tution! whoſe ſupreme wiſh is founded on the 
trueſt ſource of felicity, and whoſe warmeſt endea- 
vours are ever exerted in cementing the parts of 
human nature by acts of benevolence, charity, and 
facial affeRtion ; and who, amidit the corruption and 
immorality of the latter ages, have maiatained in 
lied reputation acquired and eſtabliſhed in the ſirſt. 

Whilf qualities like theſe direct their proceed- 
ings, and influence their actions, Free Maſonry 
mult ever be revered and cultivated by the juft, 
the good, and the exalted mind, as the ſureſt 
means of eſtabliſhing peace, Larmony, and goed c 
ammgit men. 


A DISQUISITION 


DISQUISITION, &c. 


CHAP. I. 


being generally acknowledged in moſt parts 
of the habitable globe, it would be abſurd to con- 
ceive it required new aids for its ſupport. Ne- 
vertheleſs, for the information of thoſe who have 
not had leifure or inclination to pay that due at- 
tention to the ſubje which it deſerves, theſe few 
pages intended to explain its principles, and 
exkibit the true origin, nature and defign of the 
InsT1TUT1ION, cannot be deemed improper, or 
ſtand in need of any apotogy. 
If our firſt parent and his offipring had con- 
tinued in the terreftial paradiſe, they would have 


had no occaſion for mechanic arts, or any of 
the ſciences now in uſe; Aban being created 
| B with 
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with all thoſe perſections and faculties, which 
could either give him dignity, or be conducive to 
his real welfare. In that ſituation he had no pro- 
penſity to evil, no perverſeneſs in his heart, no 
darkneſs or obſcurity in his underſtanding ; for 
had he laboured under theſe maladies he would 
not have been a gerſect mar, nor could there have 
been any difference betwixt man in a ftate of in- 
nocence, and in a ſtate of degeneracy and corrup- 
tion. It was therefore in conſequence of his 
3 apr monmega ts: 
but having loſt his innocence, he in that dreadful 
moment forfeited likewiſe his ſuper-natural lights 
and infuſed knowledge, by which every fcience, 
neceſſary to his well being, was rendered familiar 
.to him, without the tedious labour of reaſoning 
xequiſite to men even of the greateſt abilities; 
oY 9 OF IIS 
fect. 

At gi mankind adhered to the leſſons of nature ; 
the uſed necefity for the means, urged them to 
Invention, and aſſiſted them in the operation. Our 
primitive fathers ſeeing the natural face of the 
ns „„ „ 

animal 
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m , who taught them to give it an artificial 
face, by erecting habitations and cultivating the 
ground; and theſe operations, among other valua- 
ble effects, led them to ſearch into, and contemplate 
the nature and properties of Er, figures, fa 
Nei, and ſolids ; and by drgreer, bring to per- 
ſection the /ciences of geometry and architefure ; 
ſciences of the greateſt utility to the human ſpecics. 
Thus was practice introduced by neceſſity, and 
From the flood to the days of king Solo- 
gation ; but according to their different manners, 
perſeverance and ſucceſs than others. And though 
the ſecrets of the ral art, have not been indif- 
communicated in every age to ſuch as were wor- 
thy to receive them: It is facrd and ever will 
remain ſo; thoſe who are honoured with the truſt, 
will not reveal it, except to the truly qualified 
. B 2 brother 
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brother, and they who are ignorant of it cannot 
betray it. | 
. 
this ant was called royal, not only becauſe it was 
originally practiſed by kgs and princes, who were 
the firſt profeſſors of it ; but likewiſe on account 
of the ſuperiority, which ſo ſublime a ſcience 
gave its diſciples over the reſt of mankind. _ 
rived from the Agmicaurty CAZATOA to Aban, 
its principles eyer Gnce have been, and ſtill are, 
moſt ſacredly preſerved and inviolably concealed. 
For as all things in proceſs of time are liable to 
decay and corruption, the ancient profeſſors wiſely 
determined to confine the knowledge of them only 
to b brethren, men whom they had found by 
p09 rape aj ac 


e 
to acquit himſelf in every teſt that is laid down 
by our preſent — to prove his regular 
| Initiation 
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initiation therein, and alſo to ſhew that he is not 
unacquainted with its genera! principles, and yet at 
the ſame time he may be totally ignorant and un- 
deſerving of the more valuable parts of the ancien 
ficiety. It is not every one who is barely initiated 
into Free Maſexry, that is entruſted with all the 
great myſteries thereto belonging: They are not 
attainable as things of courſe, nor by every capa-: 
city; for as Mr Loczz obſerved * Though ea 
have a right and opportunity, {iF they be worthy 
and able 12 learn} to know all the arts and , 
belonging to it; yet that is not the caſe, as ſome. 
want capacity, and others induſtry to acquire them. 
Neverthelefs, ſuch is the real felicity, neceſſarily 
refulting from a knowledge and praftice of the. 
z-neral principles of this fraternity; that this «- 
hue has ever been found ſufficient to entitle it to 
a preference to all other human inſtitutions. 
From the earlieft ages of antiquity, the ryal art 
was ever taught with the greateſt circumſpeRtion ;, 
the rulers of which conſiſted of perſons of. the 
beighteſt parts and genius, who exerted their ut 
moſt abilities in diſcovering and inveſtigating the 
r Sou 


( 6} 
drew uſeful improvements and inventions of the 
greateſt conſequence; whoſe talents were not only 
employed in ſpeculation, or in private acts of be- 
neficence ; but who were alſo public bleſſings to 
the age and country in which they lived; poſſeſſed 
228 — — —— 
rality, and ever exening themſelves 9 promote 

In order to render their proceedings more edify- 
ing ned extenſively uſeful, charges were delivered 
at certain times; as well for regulating the conduct 
of the fraternity, as for preſerving that mark of 
—— ahrent coca 
them tb. 

Several of thoſe axtica! crationr are fill .cxtant, 
by which- it appears, that amomg others, one of 
their principles wad to incukate by preceft, and er- 
force by example, a firift obſervance of the moral 
law, as the chief means of ſupporting government 
and authbrity. And it is evident that they there- 
by efſefted their purpoſe, and ſecured to themſelves 
the favour, refpeft, and eſteem of the world in 


| generat; for notwithſlanding the various countries, 
languages, 
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has paſſed, always fubjet to the neceſlity of 
tages with which the zafers. of the ral art had to 
ſtruggle in the courſe of many ceaturies, yet ſtill jt 
retains, in a great degree, its original Perle. 
teſtimony af its intrinke worth, bie 
the praiſe of thoſe to whom this important 2 
deen from time to time committed. 

| After this general account of e 
of the g art, and the ſublime truths which. they 
down to poſterity in the manner before deſcribed, 
denomination of Free and accepted Mafons, whole 
cuſtoms and proceedings will be deſcribed, as far 
as may be zecef/ary and prudent. 

Though the alzighy and ctemal JEHOVAB 
has no accaiion for a temple, oc houſe to dwel} in, 
for the heaven of heavens is not capable of con- 

that 


. 


that a tabernacle ſhould be ereched for him in the 
-wildernefs by Mose, and afterwards a temple by 
SoLowor at Fernſalem, as his fanctuary; both of 
which were to be conſtructed, not according to 
human. invention, but after a patter» which the 
 tabernack was ſhewn to Moszs on mount Sinai; 
{Exed. xxv, wer. 9-) and the u of the temple 
was likewiſe given to Daviy /r C. iii, v. 
31.) who declared his intention to the prophet ; 
_ © fn Sam. wü, ver. 1, 2, 3-) but the executioh of it 
was not permitted to him, becauſe his reign had 
deen attended with wars, bloodſhed and ſlaughter, 
and he had ſtill to contend with many powerful 
enemies; but though forbidden to execute this 
divine and glorious work, he made conſiderable 
preparations for that purpoſe ; which having done, 
and drawing towards his latter end, he aſſembled 
' all the princes and chief perſons of his kingdom, 
and ordered and encouraged SoLowon publicly, 
and in their preſence, to purſue ſuch his intention ; 
Fm. xxviii, ver. 110. eameſtly exhorting 
Rise fru, in regard to the tender age of his fon 
Soromox, to afford him their counſel and affi- 
= 1 
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ance, in ereciag a palace, rot defgned for man, 
| but for the LORD GOD. 
When Da vis the king was dead, and Solon 
- was eſtabliſhed on his throne, he reſolved to carry 
into execution his father's deſign, and to erect a 
temple. to the great Crramr. To that end he ap- 
plicd to Han king of Tre for aſſiſtance; and 
| having readily obtained a promiſe of what he 
deſired, and procured from thence, and other parts, 
materials for his purpoſc, he began that great and 
3 
R 
++ Theſe neceflacy regulations being previouſly 
would. he abſalutely requiſite among fo great a 
number of men, in executing ſo large a work ; 
ment and proſperity of the craft, and deliberated 
n the. beſt means to ſecure them by a laſting 
* . 

enn Slier.aep- 
ren as the moſt proper 
M for an inſtituticn, whoſe aim and. end ſhould 
be to eſtabliſh permanent unity among its mem- 
— — = bers. 
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ders, and to render them a ſociety, who while they 
enjoyed the moſt perfect felicity, would be of 
confiderable utility to mankind. And being 
defirons to tranſmit it under the ancient reſtrictions 
25 a bleſſing to future ages, Solomon decreed, 
that whenever they ſhould aſſemble in their lodges 
to diſcourſe upon, and improve themſelves in the 
arts and ſciences, and whatever eiſe ſhould be dem- 
theſe purpoſes he eſtabliſhed certain g rules 
and cuſtoms to be invariably obſerved in their 
converſations, that their minds might be enriched 
by a perfect acquaintance with, and practice of, 
every moral, ſocial, and religines duty ; leaſt while: they = 
were ſo honoured by being employed in raiſing u 
temple to the great Jenovan, they ſhould-negleft 
to ſecure to themſelves an happy aduſittanet into 
W 
1 FT 


the craf}/men in principles of the moſt A 9p 


{ wu» } 


tative ph-lojophy, tending to the glory of Gov, and 
to ſecure to b temporal bleſſings here, and eter- 
nal life hereafter ; as well as to unite the ſpeerlate 
and operative maſons ; thereby drawing a two-fold 
_ wiſdom and ethics on the other. 

—Theſs arrangements being adjuſted, the noble 
| iruftore was begun and conducted with fuch 
grandeur, order and concord, as afforded Sol o 
the mot cxaked fatiafatiion, and filled him with 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurance, that the roya/ art would be 
further encouraged in future ages; and being de- 
' Grous to perpetuate in che moſt eſſectual manner the 


'  mong the, and to fecure to themſelves, their fo 


me pupils, and their /acceſſors, the honour and re- 
| ſpect due to men whoſe abilities were fo great, and 
_ - would de ſo juſtly renowned, he in conjunction with 
Mm Ting of He and Hizan Any, concert- 

| ed a proper plan to accompliſh his intentions ; in 
which it was determined, that in conformity to the 
Pence of the original psi of the gel arr, 
= — Sie old be 
E * eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed for a proof of their having been fellow 
labourers in this glorious work, to deſcend to their 
ſucceſſors in all future ages, who ſhould be in a 
yoratiar manyen 2 „,» 
principles of this noble eſtabliſhment ; and ſuch 
were adopted and received. accordingly. With 
reſpect to the Mx Trop which ſhould be hereafter 
_ neceſſary for propagating the principles of the ſo- 
_ ciety, SoLoxon purſued the uniform and ancient 
cuſtom, in regard to degrees of probation and injunc- 
tion to ſecrecy : It was therefore determined, that 
the gradations in the ſcience ſhould conſiſt of three 
* diſtin degrees, to each of which ſhould be adapt- 
ed a particular diſtinguĩſhing teſt; which teſt, to- 
gether with the explication, was accordingly ſet- 
tled and commnnicated to the fraternity, previous 
to their diſperſion, under a neceſſary injunction to 
ben. And they have been molt cantiouſly pre- 
ſerved, and tranſmitted down to poſterity by faith- 
the centre of mn among free ma/ors,, was firmly 
fixed; their cabals or traditions regulated and eft1- 
bliſhed ; and their principles directed to the excel- 
lent purpoſes of their original intention. 

CHAP. 
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| CHAP. } Cie 


harmony and connexion of the ſociety 
| of flv agen; cad ie pe pie end 


con ſequences, not only to the particular members 
of it; but frequently to the nations where fre 

Fer united by the endearing name of brother, they 
live in an aſſection and friendſhip, rarely to be met 
guinity ought to bind in the firmeſt manner. That 


intimate union, which does ſo much honour to 
humanity in general, in the particular” intercourſe = 


that no other inftitution can boaſt. For the name 


_ - which they mutually uſe one towards another 5s 


not a vain compliment, or an idle parade; no, they | 
enjoy in common all the felicity of a true brother- 
hood. Here merit and ability ſecure to their poſ- 
ſeſſors an honourable regard, and a reſpectſul diſ- 


tinction, which every one receives with an ubaf- | 
Arr. 


principles thereof, have produced the utmoſt good | 
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out vanity, and without fear. No one contends 
ae - here emulation is only with a view 
to pleaſe; the min of ſhining abikties, and thoſe 
anbleſed with fuch ortiaments, are here equally 
| admitted; all may here perform their parts; and it 
| miy ſeem furpriing, amongſt ſuch 2 variety of 
wharaftets, haughtineſs or ſervility never appear. 
Ike rt —— the in- 
| feriors are elevated and inftrafted ; er 
t by e means a beneficent e. 
7 Wh reſpect to the converſation, which they 
| hold during their aſſemblies, it is conducted with 
the moſt perfect decency : Here it is an univerſal 
main, never td fpeak of the abſent but with re 
ſpe&; ill-natvred ſatire is excluded ; all raillery is 
forbidden ; they will not ſuffer the leaſt irony, or 
He poignant firolces of wit, becanſe they general 
have. x malignant tendency ; they rolerate nothing 
which caries wich it even the appearance of vice; 
reflcions, but produce a ſerene and laſting com: 
. "This exatt regularity, very far from occafioning 
2a mclncholic ſeriouſneſs, diffuſes on the contrary, 
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pure delights ; the bright effeQs of enjoyment and 
hilarity ſhine forth in the countenance; and altho* 
the appearances are ſometimes a little more ſprigiuly 

than ordinary, decency never runs any riſque ; is 
ui in go:d-bumong, For if a brother ſhould 
happen to forget himſelf, or in his diſcourſe ſhould 
have the weakneſs to uſe ſuch expreſſions as ate 
diſtinguiſhed under the name of /iberti:s, a formi- 
Gable Aga would immediately call him to his duty. 
A brother may miſtake as a man, but be hath 
opportunity and courage to recover himſelf, be- 
cauſe. he is a (free major. | Altho” order and dece- 
rum are always ſcrupulouſly obſerved in the lodges 
of free maſexs, theſe-exclude not in any wiſe gaiety 
and "thearful enjoyment: The converſation is 
animated, and the kind and brotherly cordiality 
einn 
ſations. 
— © eve rdabitiions 
of chis :»fitationr, from u hen ce the reader may forut 
no inconſiderable idea of that compoſed wiſdom, 
and laudable harmony which governs in the fcl- 
; lowihip of, fre angler ; it may not be improper in 
| this 
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this place to take notice of a few remarks on the 
It has been imagined, that there every thing 
to be feared for the tranquillity of the ſtate, from 
a numerous aſſociation of men of merit and cha- 
racter, intimately united under the ſeal of ſecrecy. 
It is granted that this ſuſpicion has in it ſomething 
very ſpecious; for if the paſſion of a fingle man 
hath cauſed, as we have known more than once, 
firange revolutions in a ſtate, what might not be 
produced by a body ſo numerous and united, as 
that of free and accepted maſons ; were they bablc 
to theſe intrigues and cabals, which pride. and 
ambition 2 but too often —— 
_ pr +: 448 1 
' tis Gin to wilihg eee 
' free maſons in theſe reſpects; they are actuated by 
the love of order and peace, and are as much at- 
eached to civil ſociety, as united among themſelves; 
tis in this ſchool that a man may learn moſt effec- 
tually,'what reſpect, what ſubmiſſion, what vene- 
ration he ought to have, for his God, his country 
and his king; tis among them, that ſubordination 
is fully practiſed and deemed a virtue, not a yoke. 

The 


Py 


TT 09 1 


The author of Religims Cuſloms ſpeaking of free 
maſs, fays, No abuſe is tolerated among them; 
no intemperance allowed ; modeſty, union and 
humility are ftrongly recommended.” Again, 
This fociety is no ways offenſive to religion, 
good manners, or political government ; it has and 
does ſtill flouriſh in Great Britain and its domi- 
nions under the protection of the greateſt per- 

ſonages, even princes of the royal blood. 
acguſed of holding afſemblies for no other purpoſes, 
than that of ſpeaking with the greater feeedom on 
veligians, as well as political matters. Theſe topics 
are never ſaifered to be agitated; for it is a 
fundamental maxim of this inftitution to prohibit 
all ſuch diſputes. The God of heaven, and the 
rulers of the earth are by them inviolably reſpect- 
ed: And with regard to the ſacred perſon of 
name with all poſſible veneration and reſpect. 
It is alſo alledged by the objectors to free mf, 
that upon the initiation of a member into this 
myſtery, he lays himſelf under an obligation by 
an oain, with very fevere penalties, Ibis by 
D them 
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them is pronounced an unwarrantable proceeding. 
To obviate this objeftion, let the antiquity of 
ſwearing be traced as adopted by the ancients ; 
afterwards .examine the nature of the oath; and 
conſider how far it is, or is not, warrantable in 

the preſent caſe. | 
We are informed by /acred hiſtory, concerning 
the manner of e among the Hebrews, that 
they ſometimes ſwore by fretching forth their hands ; 
{Ger. xiv, v. 27.) ſometimes the party ſwearing 
pur his hand under the ather's thigh, (Gen. Xxiv, v. 31, 
Alvi, v. 29. which was the manner of admini- 
tration uſed by Azzanam and Jacos; ſome» 
times fanding before the altar, Ci Kings vii, wv. 31.) 
In Deuteronony { chap. vi, v. 13.) Thas fats fear the 
Lord thy Gad, and ſerve him, and ſhalt fevear by his 
zame. And in Jeremiah (chap. v, ws 7% Hew foall 
I pardon thee for this ? thy children have forſaken me, 
and frorn by them that are no Gad; and to forbear 
other inſtances, the worſhippers of the ue God 
are by Davio repreſented as fwearing by him, 
5. e. by invoking his name. 
The antiquity of ſwearing, as well as the man- 
ner of adminiftering an oath, have now been ſuſſi- 
| ciently 
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ciently ſhewn ; let us in the next place, as far as 
may be neceſſary, take potice of the fundamental 


principles of this eſtabliſhment, as the propereſt 
method to form a right judgment of it, and en amine 
how far an «a:b would, er would not, be juſtifiable 
on the initiation of a maſon. 

If we examine the laws and regulations of free 
maſerry, it will appear that the n and purport of 
x is truly laudable ; being calculated to regulate 
our paſſions, to afliſt us in acquiring knowledge of 
the arts and ſciences, and to promote morality and 
 beneficence, as well as to render converſation 
agreeable, innocent, and inftruftive; and fo to 


influence our practice, as to make us uſeful ta 


others, and happy in ourſelves. With regard to 
the relation we have to ſociety in general, it 
will appear equally evident from the faid regu- 
lations, that a free maſon is to be 2 peaceable 
ſabjet, conforming cheerfully to the government 
under which he lives, is to pay a due deference 
to his ſuperiors ; and from his inferiors is to ceceive 
honour rather with reluctance than to extort 
it. He muſt be a man of univerſal benevolence 
2 and not tenacious of his abundance, 

Dz when 
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when the exigences of his fellow-creatures lay 


juſt claim to his bounty; but it is not meant that he 
indifcriminately diſpenſe alms to all ſuppli- 
ants, without duly conſidering their real (wants 
and merits ; otherwiſe the hypocrite often eats the 
bread which virtue in diſtreſs ought to be relieved 
by: This is a miſtaken character of charity, in which 
it is too oſten abuſed: Though the bounties of be- 
nevelence and compaſſion are given with a righte- 
| ous wiſh, yet they ſhould be ruled by diſcretion... 
Maſs not only challenge, but have ſupported 
this character amongſt the hv and candid part of 
mankind, whoſe equity and reaſon would never 
fuffer them to entertain ill- grounded prejudices. , 
Now let us afk. if a number of perſons have 


fal beaevolence, and to cultivate the focial virtues 

of human life, and have bound themſelves by the 
| ſolemn obligations of an oath to conform to the 
rules of ſuch inſtitution ; where can be the impiety, 
— . fock procerding 2 Is it not 
amongſt the kad bd, in comments de 
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The caſe is too commonly known to require a reci- 
make a few extracts from Biſhop Saum lec- 
tures on the ſubject of oaths, who aſſerts, «That 
when a thing is not by any precept or interdict, 
human or divine, fo determined, but a man may 
at his choice do, or not do, as he ſees expedient : 
Let him do what he will be finneth not. C1 Cir. 
vii, ©. 36) Aan cath of itſelf, and in its 
own nature, is not more cbligatory than a fl 
preciſely from this, that Gop is invoked as a 
witneſs and avenger, zo kf in the fmple one, than 
in the bun and corporal; for the invocation is 
made preciſely hy the proxunciation of the words, 
(which is the fame both in the ſimple and ſolemn) 
II AY 
which the aH of the an confi.” 
| nb 
of every man, that as the objeft of a kwful cath, 
is God alone, fo it contains a ſclemn confeſſion 
off his sc, that he is with us in every 

Place; of his omniſciences that he knoweth all 
Seren of the heart, that he is a z:aintainer of truth 

7 2 


and an avenger of falſhood ; of his jyfice, that he 
is willing, and of his emzipetence, that he is able to 
puniſh thoſe that by dyfegerd 1 their cath, ſhall 
It is therefore of a dangerous tendency for 
perſons who have once taken an ib, to trifle and 
play with the farce of it, even ſuppoſing the occa- 
fon of ſuch obligation was actually of ſmall mo- 
ment in it ſelf. And this is poſitively determined 
by the ſame writer, in the following words, and 
ought to be a caution to all, not to violate an oath, 
leaſt they incur the fatal conſequences of real per- 
jury. A voluntary oath is the more binding for being 
wolwntary, becauſe there is no ſtricter obligation 
than that we take willingly on ourſelves.” And 
in another place, An oath is binding in matters 


things have a like reſpe& unto wrath and falſnood. 
And further, **Becauſe every party fwearing, is 
bound to perform all he promiſed, as far 2 be is | 
able, and as far it is awful.” 

This is likewiſe confirmed by Mos xs M 
AX, v. 2} H a man ſwear an oath to bind bis 


foul with a bond, he ſhalLnot break his word; he 


ſhall do according to all that proceedeth ofit of his 
mouth. And / Lech. v, v. 4% it is threatened that 
every one that ſweareth falſly, ſhall be cut off by the 
curſe: I will bring it faith the Lon of 
Hos rs, and it ſhall enter into the houſe of hun 
that /ſwweareth falſely by my name; and it ſhall remain 
in the midft of his houſe, and fhall confame it, 
with the timber thereof, and the ftones thereof. 
The objeftors being thus anſwered with reſpect to 
the laο,E of an oath, ſuppoſing one to be re- 
quired on the initiation of a free major; as to the 
certainty of which, conjecture is their only ſuppart : 
Let us next take notice of the charge brought 
againſt them on account of Acre, one of their 
innocent cauſe of all the tt and re. 

proaches they have ſuffered. | 
| eo Saber eat 
can that be imputed as a crime, which has been 
conſidered as an excellence in all ages? Does not 
Satoston, the wiſeſt of men, tell us, He that dif- 
covers ſecrets is @ traitar; but a mats of a faithful ſpirit 
concealeth the matter. 
In conducting all worldly affairs, /ecrecy is not 
only 


— 14 1 


n — necefury'; and we 
ver eftcemed a quality of the greateſt worth: Do 
noe uit incorporated bodies among as, enjoy this 
liberty without or cenſate ? An ap- 
prentice is bonnd to the ſecrets of his. maſter , 

a freman is obliged to conſult the intereſt of his 
company, and not proſtitute in common the my- 
fteries of his profeſſion ; ſecret committees and privy | 
cxex/el: ave ſolemnly enjoined not to publiſh abroad 
their: debates and reſolutions. In carts prertial 
the members are bound to corey; and in many 
| F ene 
"Sered. + - s ü Rasse = 


— face is evdlutly apprney from. the © 1 


fame practier ſhould be at all wondered at, ar lefs 
approved in the free and accepted maſons of the pre- 
and greateſt philoſophers of antiquity. 


The 
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to juſtify naſe: againſt any charge of fingularity 
thought fingular or new. , by any one who wilt but 
calmly allow himſelf time to conſider and weigh 
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 difperfiow when the Templc was fnifhed. 
2 Ban die /for the condert of fock > multiteds, 
willy preſerved che order of m religious, and 
| people employed in the temple. Aﬀuredly the 
fecrets w were for other purpoſes thay what 


hte to piling up maſſes of ftone ; Ind.theifoieh, 


rated ind aroſe upon the knowledge of Gon, and 
what was ſuperadded in the chriſtian revelation. : 
Sen after the progreſs of chriſtianity" in th 


land, an Bdrope was inflained with an exmcutatc = 
Wedel in the profecvtion of the Holy: W in 


+hiety for the Never of Be holy city and Judda 
. he 


. - . 
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ant of the hands of the infidels, armed legions of 
ſagnts, devotees, and enthuſiaſts poured forth from 
every; ftate in Europe, to waſte their blood and 
treaſure in a purpoſe barren and unprofitable. 

- +It was deemed neceſſary that thoſe who took 
up the enſign of the croſs, in this enterprize, 
ſhould form themſelves into ſuch ſocieties as might 
ſecure them from fpies and treachery; and that 
Jabourer, certain gn, nal, and waich-words 
ald be appointed amongſt them. 

No project or device could anſwer the purpoſes 
of the cruſadors better than- thoſe of maſonry : 
The maxims and ceremonials attendiog the order 
2 for as the Maho- 
medians were worſhippers of the Deity, and as the 
enterprixers were ſeeking a country, where the | 
maſans were in the time of Salma called into an 
by be found of the myſteries and wiſdom of the 
of maſonry as extended dnly to the acknowledg- 


4 «4 4 


4 men? 


S N= 


ment of their being ſervants of the God of nature, 
had to encounter, had they not aſſumed the ſym- 
bols of the chriftian faith. | 

All the lzaing of Eacope in thoſe times, was 
poſſeſſed by the religious, many of whom had been 
initiated into the myſteries of maſonry, and were 
the projectors of this enterprize ; and as Solomon 
in the building of the temple introduced orders 
and regulations for the conduct of the work, fo 
greſs; in like manner the prieſts projecting the 
cruſades revived the orders and regulations of 
Solomon; hence that fecrecy which attended the 
cruſadors. | A So. 

This initiation, which was founded in the my- 
fteries of religion as before related, is now mains 
tained on the principles of lending mutual aid and 
conſolation to each other; hence it became neceſ- 
fary to uſe ſuch expreſſions as ſhould be underſtood 
by people of all. nations. So it is with maſons; 


| wants and prayers to every brother throughout the 


E 2 globe : 


(.28 ) 


| globe: From whence it js,certain, that many lives 
have been ſaved in e copncries, when Sip- 


| a 
|  wherefore ſhould the world wonder that the moſt 
profligate tongue, which ever had expreſſion, bath 
not revealed it ? They are united together by their 
| indigetcies and cnfirmitics, and 2 vaſt vaziety of cir- 

4 | eumſtances contribute to their mutual and neceſ- 

der dependance on each other, (which lays 2 

grand foundation for terreſtrial happineſs, by fe- 

a8 | curing general amity and the reciprocation of good 
„ __ _ _ affces in the world) fothatin all particaler focictier, of 
| | whatever denomination, they are all conjoined 
| by fort of cement; by ln and laws that are 
peculiar to each of them, from the higheſt aſſem- 
N the Jowedt. * un 
pointed out: For by the laws of nature and of 
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e CHAP. m en 
— which comes vader conk- 
-deration is the making uſe ee. 
dl Sewer ——————— 
| probation yeculiar to free and aceepred maſons. 

| It is well known that fach cuſtoms and ceremo- | 
nies ae as ancient as the firſt ages of the world; - 
the philoſophers of which prafiſed the method of 
of knowledge by allegory and mythebgy, the better to 
reach of every inattentive and unprepared novice, 
tion they deſerve, and thereby become too familiar 
and ; for which reaſon they were ac- 
cuſtomed to proceed with the utmoſt care and 
prudence ; Thus the antient Egyptian philoſophers 
and never diſcovered to the people, but under 
the veil of fables and alle gories; alſo, other eaſt- 
ern C 


& religious 
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religions cxremonies, ee a rated ty 
many of them. . 

. nie oF Gude hate, 
Sec. as they come under notice, ſhall be attended 
to and will; 1 2 
e Fr 
W 4 Cd 0 

| Mrncury, &c. notice ſhall eniybe taken of the 
- | crown of mays, the petgſes; caducexs, be. with which 
' they are repreſented. . The denotes the power 

of the Supreme Being ; the obey that power ought 
d be accompanied with- prudence, '&e. > 
+ The cot was a fymbol peculiar to Maacunr, 

_ as expreflive of that vigilatice which was fo very 
neceſſary to him, and deſtined tb execute many 
functions ; as ſometimes this en hath an car of 
comp in his bill, which may ſerve to point but to 
e ee cn ofa ron 

l The chin he fymbot of Henovuus, an de 
| The various. fymbols. belonging 'to the yoddef 
Driaxa were Oxen, Lan, Grifins, Stags, Sphynxet, 


Brees, 


— 
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Pres, Erb,, Roſes, &e. which fignify in a my tical 
fence, the ai with all its productions. 
u will not be forcign to the fubje® to take 
various parts of the globe had their proper ſymbols, 
which were ſo many fg to diſtinguiſh them. 
their heads : The off is repreſented by à woman 
mounted upon a car, with four b2rfes, rifing as they 
go- The wef is ſignified Hkewiſe by a woman in 
a car drawn by #*w2 horſes, 2a genius preceding her, 
un Sb do ot mem Garret tn 
the e or ſun-ſetting is denoted. * Dc 
" 'The fymbol of Asra was a woman with , 
mural crown, holding an anchor; to denote that the 
way thither was to croſs the ſea. Arztes was 
repreſented by a woman with an Ekyhant”: trunk 
on her forchead. Th were the different parts of 
bn 
| To improve properly on theſe myſtical writings, 
it will be neceſſary to bring them home w 
pt veer bem | 
Furſt in a phy/ice? ſence; for under the various 
names 
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opts ot gh Under al/egories, the 
poets expreſs the waderful works of nature. 
Second in an ab ſenfeg the ſcope or intent 
of mxthologiſts was not /able, but ana. Their 
deſign was to inform the underſtanding, correct 
the paſſions; and guide the will. Examples ar 
eee 
— nt They fer off in the fulleſt co- 
| ence, the Aecuy of niter, and d-firmity of ice. 
- - Thirdly in a theological ſenſe ; for let a frilful 
hand modeſtly draw afide the veil of poetry, and 
he will diſcover the majeſtic form of divinity : Aud 
is is aid of Pr axe, from the bett authorities, that 
he derived the fublimeſt principles of his ien h/ 
with, and flndied in the courſe of his travels. 
Doubtlefs as the, axciczts, before the invention of 
lettere, expreſſed their conceptions in hieroglyphics 3 
ſo did the get their Am, in fables and paradlr_ 
We alfo find, that even when monumental K 
Vere ſer vp as memorials to poſterity of "any great 
went, there — Ine — 
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the amber of them or in their ſhape, or in the order 
and e, in which they were placed. Of the 
firt kind were the monnments erected by Mes at 
the foot of m Sinai ; {Exad. xiv, v. 4) and the 
altar at Gilga/, erected by Jos n ua, upon the banks 
of Jordan : The firſt being twelve pillars, according 
to the number of the tribes of Iſrael; and the other 
conſiſting of as many ſtones taken out of the river, 


river on the ſpot where the feet of the prieſis who 
hore the ark had flood. (Jud. iv, v. 9 | 


And with refpeRt —— and Evran- 


2 amongſt men, t ever had re, and 
| e 
from all hiſtories both ſacred and profanc. 
When the {/rarkter marched through the wil- 
derneſs, we find that the twelve tribes hag betwer 
them, fr principal banners or ſtandards : Every 
one of which had its particular moo : And each 
93 
The 
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fage into the promiſed land; in memory of which 
the fame number of ſtones were . likewiſe a 
dered by Jes to be placed in the midi of the 
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"206 ancient Fophetr, when they would deferive 
things emphatically, did not only draw parables or | 
— things which had offered themſelves, as 
n 
- n 
* wanting, they ſupplyed them by leir 
— ahne, 
8 —— names ar dh 2 * 
—5———————＋1 
” ing & chain /Exc. 15), &c. by fac kind 

. 

5 to 
| farther illuſtration improper 

thus as a ſociety, 288 
ä 2 
a * of the world, where the Great 
Archite# hath ſprea4 over the earth the illuminated 
canopy of heaven ; fach was the veil wherewith 
— — — — — 
of Gas yower, is groduk, wi As 6 ation 

eternity. 'The lodge is adorned with the 
cots, = Aa rr 
eaſt, to call forth the people of the earth to 

F 2 | their 


„ 

t cir wengi, and to their exerciſe in the walks. of 
due. They wear the figures of the fair and mean; 
thence implying, that they claim the auſpicious 
countenance of heaven on their virtuors deeds, 
and as trae maſimr, ſtand redeemed from Carkneſs, 
and are become the ſons of light ; acknowledging 
in therr profeſſion, their reverence and adoratica to 
bin who gave light into his works; and by their ptac-· 
bie, by reſiſting the impulſe of impurigy, incormation, 
hatred, and zabce ; preferring chanity;: bexevolexce, 
temperance, chojtity, and brether!y-(eve'; ahnt accept» 

The ſame divine hand pouring forth gifts of 
benevolence, which hath öl men with the 
ght os hs glory in the heavers, hath alfo ſr ad 
and that he might flifl.add beauty to the carb, he 
hath bordered it- with the ocean. As man travels 
Anceſſantly through the various ci of life, and 
his days are chequered with innumerable ve,; 
ſo is, the ladge furniſhed with ayfric work, to 
te mind us of the - precarizy/m/+ v our fate on 

Bi | ; earth : 
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earth: Whilſt this emblem is before us, We 
inſtructed to boaſt of nothing, to hwe compaſſion 
upon and aid the diſtreſſed, and to walk uptrighH ? 
ä 24 

The cn. — the G8 nd molt ef. 
rr that the 
trart may be attentive to her difates, nn ſte d ſaſt 
to her Murr; for prudence is the rule of all ve,; 
prudence is the path which leads to every degree of 
propriety, is the channel where ſeiſ- aryrobation 
fows for cver : Fortitude, temperance, and jnftce are 
- her conſtant companions ; ſhe leads forth to c 
aer, and as a blezing flar, ſhines through the 
doubtfulneis and darkneſs of this world: By Hr. 
tna man. is enabled, in the mic of preſſing evil-, 
to do that which is agreeable to the dictates 
of right reaſon : Temperance, as being a moderation 
or reftraining; of the t and paſſions, and cor:- 
tidered under the various definitions of rale, 
conſtĩtutes barefly, decency, and lui fut; and 
laysthe foundation of arc, clemency, ant} made. 
By jaſlur, we are taught to do right to all, and to 
yield to cvery man whatever belhngeth to him. 
Thus hawing in an ample manners fet forth the 
N —_ 
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axtiquity, meaning, and prapricty of the uſe of biers- 
ghyphics, dals, allegarier, Se. from the earlieſt an- 
tiquity to the preſent time, amongſt the 79 
and beft of men, the next ſubjeft which comes un- 
der conſideration is that of yzxoBaTIOonary DE- 
antts: The inftances that might be produced 
of the antiquity, neceſſity, and general »/e of them 
in this volume, ſuffice it here to mention the fol- 
lowing. 

If we examine the cuſtoms of the Nu, we ſhall 
ſee that the Levites had the ſeveral degrees of initi- 
ation, conſecration, and miniſtration. And in their 


grand counſels, they had alſo three chief officers, 


the principal, wice principal, and chacam, or wiſe 
man; the laſt -wo were called t conncellorr: 
w to their abilities were from time to 
time elected to fill up the vacant offices in the great 
aſſembly. R 
About the time of our Saviour's NaTrrvity, 
the eaſtern ſchools uſed a ſet form of dicipline. 
The fcholar was frſt termed 4&/ciph, in refpeft of 

— 2 junior, in reſpect of his minosity: 
bac Bur, 


J 
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bachar, (i. e. one ch or a in reſpect 
a of 
—— 1 ns, 
— te yu wu a proficient ia 

ſtudies, and was thought worthy of ſome de- 
gree, by impoſition of hands, he was made a 
At 

6 the 
Nur had a cheſt called au, or ark, in which was 
locked ap the peatatzach in manuſcript, written ou 
vellum, ia ſquare characters, which by expreſs 
command was to be delivered to ſuch ay as were 
„ a ty 1. 
; method of proceeding was alſo obſerved at 
the building of SoLowos's temph, when, it is 
known, the crafi/men were not to be made monſters, 
2 that glorious: edifice ſhould be completed, 
+ thas fo they might acquire competrns fil, and be 
able to give aur LE PROOF of their qualifications. 
 PrTuacGoras, who flouriſhed above 50o years 
9 
— rgone a of fu: 
| The Eſter among the Jewe (a fort of Pythago- 
reaus} had the followipg cum. When a perſon 
N dere d 
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defired ae into their ſociety, be was to 
paſs through proper degrees of probation, before he 
could be nter of their myſteries ; when he was re- 
ceived into the claſs of zovices, he was preſented 
with a white garn; and when he had been long 
enough to give ſome competent proof of his ſeereq 
end virtue, he was admitted to farther knowledge. 
Vet ſtill he went on with the tryal of his aztegrity 
and good morels ; and at /ength, being found worthy 
in every reſpect, was fully admitted into their - 
Ferie. But before he was received as an eflabliſhed \- 
member, he was to bind himſelf by ſolemn obliga - 
tions and profeſſions, to do juſtice, to do no wrong, 
to keep faith with all men, to embrace the truth, 
nat to conccal from his fellow-profeffors any of the 
fkeries, nor to communicate them to the profane ; 
to deliver nothing but what he received, as well as 
to endeavour to preſerve the principles that he 
profeſſed. Every member eat and drank at one 
common table, and any brethren of the fame ſca- 
ternity, who came from places ever fo remote, 
were ſure to be rec red at their meetings. 

The above proceeding is fo far from bein g new, 


che: 


(8 1 
that it is ptactiſed in aur ow? nation even at this 
day, in the /-arncd ſocieties of every denomination : 
For inftance, in academical di grres, there are batche- 
lor, maſter, doctor; in the church, the ſeveral orders 
of deacon, prieft, and biſhop ; in the municipal law, 
thoſe of ſtudent, barriſter, and ſerjeant; in the civil 
law and phyfic, ſtudent, batchelor, and doctor; in 
each of be the diſciple or ſcholar undergoes pro- 
per examinations, and is neceſſarily required to be 
found well qualified pr:or to his admiſſion to any 


And as Fazz-mazSOntyY is in like manner a 
progrfffoe ſcience, not to be perfectly attained but 
| by time; patience, and application; it is neceſſary 
required for the reſpective degrees, before the candi- 
date can attain them ; both in regard to ſcience and 
morality : As the honour of the inſtitution Gould 
always be a principal object in view to every free 
and accepted major, who ought to be cell inſtructed 
virtues gecrlier to an inferior, before he can be 

| - G iris N 
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ainited to the more ſublime traths of the Jer- 
felt and <well qualifed Maso. 

The nature of the defign leads in the next place 
to the conſideration of the zame which has been 
adopted by the //fitution, from its firſt eſtabliſn- 
ment; and to inform the inattentive or late initiated 
brother, that this did not ariſe merely from the 
Kill in archite&ure, or the principles of building, but 
from a more comprehenſive acquaintance and 
knowledge of the ſublimeſt principles of phil/ophy 
may be in the opinion of the learned and judicious 


— CW _ = —_ _ _———— 


„Was a contrary practice to be adopted in the gradations 
in the craft ; and ſubſequent degrees ſhould be conferred withe 
et taking 4g time to make proper trial of the abilities, prof- 
clencys and mcrality of the candidate ; no one acquainted with 

the conflitution, would hefitate a moment to pronounce ſich 
prafice an evident violation of its principles: And ſhould 
that ever prove to have been the caſe, it is hoped thoſe who 
have erred therein, will inform themſelves of the great impro- 
Friety of ſuch proceedings ; and think it a duty which they owe 
ee the ſociety, and to their own bana, to diſcontinue ſuch 


pradlice, or they will give cauſe to ſuſpect that they wiſh not : 


io regulate their proceedings by the true plan of maſcxr.y. 
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part of mankind, cannot be indifſcriminately e- 
vealed to every one; leſt inſtead of that reſpeft 
which they require, for want of right underſtand- 
ing and a found mind, they might not produce 
their juſt and neceſſary conſequences ; as even the 
pureſt morality and wifeft ſyſtems have been too 
often ridiculed by the filly or prrwerjenc/s of the 
ignorant and weak; ſo little reliſh have hey for. 
things excellent in themſelves, fo inattentive are 
they to the forte of the cleareſt reaſoning, and ſo 
enveloped in ignorance and prejudice, that nothing 
is ſufficient to convince them. It is not meant 
that ignorance which implies a want of knowledge, 
but the: affefied folly which deſpiſes it: For the 
natural and proper effect of a bare want of know- 
ledge ſhould be, that men forbear to paſs amy judg- 
ment upon what they underſtand zo and that they 
neither contend for, nor gi, any thing, before 
they have /cxze reaſon to determine them fo to do. 
could not but efteem it: For they would be con- 
vinced that it is founded on the moſt exalted prin- 
eiples of morality and ſocial virtue, tending to pro- 
mote the true 


happineſs of mankind in general ; 
| and 
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and the peace and fatisfaftion of every individual 
in particular. 
able or valuable in it, tis impoſſible it ſhould have 
_ exiſted, and been patronized by the wiſe, the good, 
and the great, in all ages of the world. For it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that men, diſtinguiſhed by 
every accompliſhment that can adorn human. na- 
ture, would embrace or continue in principles, 
which they found to be erroneous or contemptible. 
They may aſſure themſelves, that af there was no 
more in theuirfituzaw than has been too often ſug- 
.geſted, it would have fallen to the ground many 
ages ago; but the 'contrary being the. caſe, they 
may ſafely conclude, that it will continue to exiſt 
3 — 
e 
the contracted ſenſe of a builder of habitations, 
&c. but fguratiwe/y, and agreeable to the method 
of the ancient ſociety on which this inſtitution is 
- founded; and taken in this meaning, a zaſox is one 
- who by gradual advances in the /e inks, and 
precepts of free-maſerry tend to inculcate and eſtab- 
Hm. 
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Ech, is raiſed by regular Fes to ſuch a degree of 
perfeliion, as v0/be maple. with hagpineks in dim | 
As to the epithet fire, that evidently owed 
its riſe to the praftiſe of the ancients, who never 
r 
| "do ee eaten 
and meaning of Hnbalt and hieroghphicr; and like- 
allegarical figures and ceremonies ; and the reaſon- 
ableneſs and neceſlity of progrefice degrees in the 
purſuit of every art and ſcience; no unprejudiced 
perſon will think it extraordinary that hg cuſtoms 
and ceremonies, eſtabliſhed and connected with the 
inſtitution, have been moſt facredly and inviclably 
preſerved and adhered to by mant to this day. 
| what ends and purpoſes »/ed, never can be known 
tiated may be to diſcover the eric of the order, 
may be aſſured that the only means to attain to the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of them, are Hie, integrity, firmm/e, 
and a due and conſtant perſeverance in the great 
duties of moral and /icial life, in principles of r- 
gion and wirtze, and whatever is commendable and 
praiſe-worthy. Tuts are the fteps, and abi the 
clue that will lead and direct the practiſers of ſuch 
excellencies to the heights of fre-maſorry, and while 
they adhere to them, will effetualily ſecure to them 
the favour and eflecm of every able and faithful 
brother, and the warmeſt approbation and ſatisfac- 
„tion of their own hearts. 
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CHARGE... 
FOR CHE. | 


FESTIVAL OP St. J OH N: 


BRETHREN, 
DV this day, by your choice, exalted into 
this chair, it is the fervent wiſh of my her 
to render myſelf as little Mig as poſſible of 
has a Maerz of a Lodge to perform. To give 
alice is one; I do not however preſume upon 
any ſuperior abilities to diftate to my brethren ; 
yet I think it incumbent upon me, whilſt I have 
the honour to fit in this chair, on this and all other 
x of me, to exhort you to cunſider the a of our 
"MW inſtitution, 


Mo 
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inſtitution, and to remind you of the dier it pre- 
tant, and have this day, I doubt not, been expati- 
. rd negates ranting 
the folewn Temple. 


Dur Oui inftrufts us in our duty to the great 
Artificer of the Univerſe; direfts us to behave as 
becomes creatures to their creator; to be fatisficd 
with his diſpenſations, and always to rely upon 
whoſe gondireſs cannot contradict it. 


It directs us to be peacrable fubje#:, to give no | 
umbrage to the cvil powers, and never to be con- 
cerned in plots and conſpiracies againſt the ave 
being of the ration ; and as. have 
fown the feeds of diſcord among the neareſt rela- 
tions, and moſt intimate friends, - ve are wiſely 
; enjoined in our aſſemblies, never to ſpeak wf 


It inſtructs us in our dy to our neighbour; 
teaches us not to injure him in any of his connec. 
„ : . 


Xt 2 Ow 
juſtice and impartiality. It diſcourages d&+f/amatior ; 
it bids us not to circulate any wuhijer of infany, 


improve any hint of /u/picion, or publiſh any failure 
of canduct. It orders us to be faithful to our truſts ; 
not to deceive him who relieth upon us; to be above 
the meanneſs of diſſimulation; to let the wwordr of 
our mouths expreſs the thoughts of our hearts; and. 
whatſoever we pramiſe, religiouſly to perform. _ 


It teaches inviolable Scr; bids us to the 
unenlightened never to diſcover our myſtic rites, 
or betray the confidence a brother has placed in 
us. It warms our hearts with true philanth:opy, 
which directe us never to permit a wretched feb 
lo- creature to paſs by unnoticed. It makes us 
ſtifle enmity, wrath, and diflention ; and novriſhes 
love, peace, friendſhip, and every ſocial virtue ; is 
tells us to ſcek our happineſs in the happineſs we 
beſtow, and to love our neighbour as ourſelves. . 


It informs us that we are children of one father; 
that man is an inficm ſhort-lived creature, who 
. paſſes away like a ſhadow ; that he is baſtening to 
© $45 rw, H 2 that 


3 
not conſidered ; where the trappings of pride will 
be taken away, and virtue alone have the pre- 
merit is the only proper diſtinctiom. We are not to 
vaunt ourſelves upon our riches, or our honours, 
but to cloath ourſelves with humility ; to conde- 
ſcend to men of low eftate ; to be the friends of 
merit in whatever rank we find it. We are con- 
nected with men of the moſt indigent circumſtances, 
and in the lodge, (though our order deprives no 
man of the honour due to his dignity or character) 
we rank as brethren on a level; and out of a 
lodge, we conſider the moſt abject wretch as be- 
Jonging to the great fraternity of mankind ; and 
therefore, when it is in our power, it is -our 
duty to ſupport the diſtreſſed, and patronize the 


It dĩrects us to diveſt ourſelves of confined and 
bigotted notions, and teaches us, that bumanity is 
the ſoul of religion. We never ſuffer any religi- 
ous diſputes in our lodges, and as maſons, we only 
6 


Worſhippers 
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Werſhippers of the God of merry, we believe 
that in every nation, he that feareth him and 
worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of him. All 
Mahomedans, who violate not the rule of right, 
written by the AumicauTY upon the tablets of 
the heart; who & fear him, and <wrt righteouf- 
neſs, ave are to acknowledge as brethren; and 
though we take different roads, we are not to be 
angry with, or perſecute each other on that ac- 
count. We mean to travel to the fame place ; we 
tu that the end of our journey is the fame ; and 
we all aſſectionately hope to meet in the lodge of 
perfect happineſs :---How lovely is an inftitution 
fraught with ſentiments like theſe! How agree- 
Ale muſt it be to hin who is ſeated on a throne of 
everlaſting mercy ! 122¹»n2ͤ“ — 
ter of perſons ! 


It inſtructs us bkewiſe in our dzty to ourſelves; 
it teaches us to ſet juſt bounds to our defires; to 
pat a curb upon our ſenſual appetites; to walk 


. 
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Our Order excludes 4vomer r not that it refuſes 
to pay a proper regard to tat lovely part of the 
creation, or that it imagines they would not im- 
plicitely obey the ſt:ifteft laws of ſecrecy ; but we 
know if they were admitted to our aſſemblies, that 
our boſoms muſt often be inflamed by love; that 
jealouſy would ſometi mes be the conſequence ; 
that then we ſhould no longer be kind bretizen, but 
tion would by that means be weakencd, if not 
it does not forbid our enjoying the pleaſures of 
love, yet it bids us enjoy them in ſuch a manner 
as the laws of caxſeicuce, facicty, and temperance per- 
mit ; It commands us for momentary gratifications, 
not to deſtroy the peace of families; not to take a- 
way the happineſs (a happineſs with which grandeur 
and riches are not to be compared) which thoſe 
experience whoſe hearts are united by love,--- 
got to profane the firſt and moſt; holy inſtitution of 
nature. n 


/ 


| To enjoy the blefings fent by divine be- 
neficence, it tells us, is virtue and obedience; but 
| | | 1 
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it bids us to avoid the allurements of intemperazce, 
whoſe Hort hours of jollity are followed by tedious 
days of. pain and dejection; e 10fe joys turn to 
madneſs, and lead to diſcaſes, and to death. 
Such are the duties which our Order teaches us, 
„ eee feems now 
3 


*The ORDER I have eſtabliſned in every part 
of it, ſhews conſummate dia, founded on moral 
and fecial virtue; it is ſupported by frexgth, it is 
adorned by beauty ; for every thing is found in it 
that can make ſociety agreeable: In the moſt 
| firiking manner, I teach you to 2 with propriety 
in every fatiox of life ; the wols and implement of 
architecture, and every abing about you, I have 
contrived to be moſt expreſſive m to convey 
to you the ftrongeſt zoral Let your im- 
| provement be proportionable to your inftraftions. 
Be not content with the name oxy of Fare Ma- 
badge, be Man indeed. Think not that it con- 
fiſts only in meeting and going through the cege- 
monies which I have appointed; theſc ceremonies, 
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in fach an order as mine, are neceſſary, but they 
are the moſt immaterial part of it, and there aze 
weighticr matters & hich you muſt not omit. Te 
um 2 
66— 


With reverential ROY therefore, chear- 
fully worſhip the ETzzxart Provipencs ; bow 
down yourſelves in filial and ſubmiſſive obedience 
to the unerring direction of the mighty Builder ; 
work by his per plans, „ 
be beautiful and everlaſting,” 


*I command you to has your neighbour ; 
ſtreteh forth the hand of relief to him, if he be in 
neceſſity; if he be in danger, run to his affiftance ; 
tell him the truth if he be deceived; if he be un- 
juſtly reproachẽd and neglected, comfort his foul, 
and footh it to tranquility: You cannot ſhew 
Four gratitude to your Creator in a more amiable 
light, than in your mutual regard for each other.” 


- ** Pride not yourſelves upon your birth, (it is of | 
no conſequence of what parents any man is born, 
provided 
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virtue: Aud no life can be pleaſing to Gov, but 
what is uſeful to man. On this feftive/, in which 


Peoyided he be a r 
{they are the objects of envy and inte mperance, 
2 ere long be laid in the duft;) or your 

riches, (hey cannot gratify the wants they create ;) 


but be meek and lowly of heart : 1 reduce al, 
conditions to a pleaſing and rational equality ; price 
was not made for man, and he that humblerh 


bunſelf Mall be exalted.” 


k ein. I am a preacher 
of Monaiiry, bat not cruel and ſevere; for I 


ſtrive to render i lovely to you by the charm of 
pleaſares, which leare no fting behind: by worn 


muſic, retiazel joy, and harmliſi gaiety. I bid you 
not to abſtain from the pleaſures of ſociety, or the 
innocent enjoyments of love or wine : To abſtain 


from them, is to fruſtrate the intentions of provi- 
dence. I enjoin you not to conſecrate your hours 


to ſolitude ; ſociety is the true ſphere of human 


well-pleaſed, my Saus, 1 fee you. aſſemble to ho- 


nour me, be happy, let no penſive looks profane 
de general joy, let forrow ceaſe, let none be 


I wretched 


, 


1 


wretched ; and let pleaſure, and her boſom friends 
attend the ſocial board. Phaſure is a firanger to 
every malignant and unſocial paſſion ; is formed to 
expand, to exhilarate, and to hamanize the heart- 
But pleaſure is not to be met with at the table of 
turbulent feſtivity : At ſuch meetings there is often 
the vociferation of merriment, but very ſeldom the 
tranquillity of chearfulneſs; the company inflame 
their imaginations to a kind of momentary jollity, 
by the help of wine and riot; and conſider it as 
the firſt buſineſs of the night to ſtupify recollection. 
and lay that reaſon aſleep, which difturbs their 
 gaiety, and calls upon them to retreat from ruin. 
True pleafure diſclaims all connection with inde- 
 cency and exceſs; and declines the ſociety of rit 
Tring in the jollity of heart, A ſenſe of the dig- 
admits not of any thing that is degrading. 2 
Perance and chearfulacſi are its conſtant attendants 
at the ſocial board ; but the too lively fallies of the 
latter are always reftrained by the moderation of 
| the former. And yet, my Sons, to what do thee 
reſtraints of Maſonry, and the inſtrution I give you 
with reſpett to pleaſure amount? They may all 

de 
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be comprized in a few words not to hurt your- 
ſclves, and not to hurt others, by a wrong purſuit 
of pleaſure. Within theſe bounds pleaſure is law- 
ful; beyond them it becomes criminal, becauſe it 
is ruinous. Are theſe reſtraints any, other than 
what a Maſon would chuſe to i on himſelf? 
I call you not to renounce pleaſure, bg to enjoy it 
with ſafety. Inſtead of abridging it, I exhort you 
to purſue it on an extenſive plan. I propoſe mea- 
r 

its duration. ä 


— I fog, Be happy! * 
member ae, and always remember, you are Ma- 
5088s; and act in ſuch a manner, that the eyes of 
the cenforious may fee nothing in your conduct 
worthy of reproof; and that the tongue of the 
anderer may have nothing to cenſure, but be put 
to lilence. Be models of virtue to mankind (ex= 
amples profit more than precepts), lead uncorrupt 
truth from your heart ; for truth is always confit.. 
ent with itſelf, and needs nothing to help it 
out, It is always near at hand, and fits up» 
— on 
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on your lips, and is ready to drop out before 
you are aware: Whereas a lie is troubleſome, and 
ſets a man's invention upon the rack; and one 
falſhood needs a great many more to ſupport it. 
Slander n pour neighbour, nor do kim any 
world of and advantages of my inſti- 
tutioo. Oh f my Sons! the unworthyneſs of ſome 
of thoſe who have been initiated into my order, 
but who have not made themfelves acquainted 
with me; and who, becauſe I am a friend to u 
ral gaiety, have ignorantly thought exceſſes might 
be indulged in, r 
22 have Gferedired me.” 


* L therefore warn you to be particularly. cauti- 
dus not to initiate any but ſuch as are w Be 
well afured that their conduct is regulated by wir- 
te, and their boſoms enflamed with the love of 
aun, ge. All are not proper to be admitted into 
Maſonry, whoſe i fzexce ought to be univerſal, 
but whoſe priwileges ſhould not be made too com- 
mon; and you are well convinced that there are 
„ne amongſt us who take the ſhadow for the 
* ſubJapce, 


( 6 ) 
ſultance, who are acquainted with the ceremo- 
nies, but catch not the ſpitit of the profeſſion.” 


At the initiation of a candidate, you ought to 
order, that his mind may be carly and agreeably 
different /2zres it is your duty to be well acquaint- 
ed; and you ſhould conſtantly endeavour to diſplay 
the beauties, and to illuſtrate the difficult parts of 
them in the moſt agreeable manner. 'Then will 
the man of genizs and liberal education affociate 
with you, ans cquritote oo your en — 
and improvement. 


Le ate connected, my Sons, by facred ties; 
1 warn you never to weakeg. never to be forgetful 
of them. I have only to add, that I wiſh you 
happy. Firtze, my Sons, confers peace of mind 
here, and happineſs in the regions of immortality,” 


6, 
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the Fund for Charity, and alfo for the Diſtribu- 
_ tion of Collection to Diſtreſſed Brethren. 


| | Y, in the works of woralifs, is de- 
kind of brotherly fab, by which we are to 
underſtand that generous principle of the ſul, 
which reſpefts the human ſpecies as one family, 
created by an all-wiſe Being, and placed on this 
globe for the matua/ afffance of each other; it 
muſt be unfeigned, conſtant, and out of no other 
deſign than their happineſs : This is the attractive 
Frinciple, or power, that draws men together and 
unites them in bodies politic, families, ſocieties, and 
the various onders and denominations {mong men. 
Such 


(6) 
Sack are the geberal ſentiments entertained of 


this virtur, and what the WS GUESS 
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Wen 
confined to a particular country, religion, or opini- 
on; rere 
of which is cemented with the ret, and has a juſt 


You cn wage tit ts Mk Aſs A 
thus cemented you for the preſervation of harms, 
beer be ere 
iim has thought fit to eſtabliſh : That it is 

nr bln" alle? — 
are indebted for what you enjoy; the &ifgrnce by 
which you have acquired, or the Ps by which 
you have commarided the gogds of fortune, were 
| given to you by the fupreme benevolence; and given 
not 4s emoluments to yourſelves only, or only to 
de employed for your own advantage; that he is 
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From his paternal care; and that his mi- (hon 
ever partially they may frm: to. be beflowed) ace 
not given for the advantage of a' fo, but. of 


the wk: If nr, therefore, have dealt more 
favaurably. with you than with-thouſands around 
you, equally the works of his hands, and who 
Jong the i claim ws ki hemghmnce, lgk wp 
 yourſedves as the happy agents employed by him 
for diſttibating his goodneſs to others; ſhew by 
your love to max, your gratitude to God ; be truly 
thankful, and obey his precepts. © Ye are an 
_ the flewards of his unlimited bounty,” and are, 
_therefpre, to look upon every byman creature; 
«< whatever has the charafter of, a man, and wears 
"the fame image of Gov that you do,” as truly 
your brethren One En oy 
W 


- 
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. - adrian 
[mort and wir in diſtreſs ; perſons who arg wer. 
| ble of extricating themſelves from muxfortuncs in 
. the journey through life ; runs men, from in- 
.evitable accidents and acts of providence fallen inte 


ruin; widews left ſurvivors of their huſbands, by 
whoſe 


hd 
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_ years, leſt naked to the world; and the g wheſe 
time, and thereby rendered unable to procure for 
oe wands 5 awd 
«> Ng 


ber which purpole Sa ofa: bein 
' oughe to direct the hand of charity, which requires 
vs to be diveſted of every idea of ſuperiority, and 
to etimate ourſelves as being of rhe ſume rank 
and race of men. In this diſpoſition of mind. we 
may be ſufcepible of thoſe fentuments which cha- 
rity delighteth in; and feel the woes and miſerics 
of others with a genuine and true ſympathy of ſuul : 
In ſincerity and truth, and withaut diſſimalation cr 
hypocriſy, we ſhould be always ready to commi- 
ſerate diſtreſs ; our hand ever ready to relieve it, 
OE IEEE Kg 
unn „ . | 
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ſings of providence, we ſhould not forget to raiſe 
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the drooping ſpirits, and exhilarate the deſponding 
hearts of our indigent brethren ; and whit we 
know one worthy brother deprived of the necefſa- 
ries of life, we ought not to revel in its ſuperflui- 
ties. 


Tube very key-ftone, as it were, of aur myſtical 
fabric is charity. Let us cheriſh this amiable vir- 
tue, let us conſider it as the vital principle of the 
ſociety, the conſtant rule of our actions, and the 
juſt ſquare by which we regulate our dealings 
with all mankind. And though pity may plead, 
treſſes of a brother; yet let us be ready to extend 
the hand of relief, as far as our circumſtances 
| will admit, to misfortunes of every Kind, wher- 
bs <4 pen 


42 * 
fand in need of; compaſſion points out many re- 
| ſources, to thoſe who are not rich, for the relief 
_ - of the indigent; fuch as conſolation, advice, pro- 
tectiqn. &c.-— The diſtreſſed often ſtand in need 
ö 
22 2% | id they 
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bounties ; or when others call upon you ſo to dc ; 
you muſt not be unmindful of thoſe whom nature 
h.z more immediately connected to you. 


If you cannot beitow alms on the neceſſitous, 
you may recommend them to thoſe who can ; you 
may drop a tear over their misfortunes, and in 
ſomethiag or other be ſerviceable to them ; and in 
whatever way you can contribute your mite, 
CnazrTy with pleaſure will accept of it; ſhe will 
only conſider the principles by which you were in- 
fluenced, and if 44: were proper, ſhe will tell you, 


Plauſe; and that, in due time, you will plenteouſ- 


ly gather the happy fruits of your benevolence. 


The man who loves his fellow-creatures, who 


ſy-mpathizes in their miſeries, and who anxiouſly 
withes it was in his power to relieve them; though 
aſſiſtance, is very charitable : For gifts and alms 
are the expreflions, not the eſſence of this virtue. 
A man may beſtow great ſums on the poor and indi- 
gent without being charitable ; and may be chari- 


table 
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table when he is not able to beſtow any thing. 
Charity therefore is a habit of good-will or bene- 
volence in the foul, which difpoſes us to the love, 


aſſiſtance, and relief of mankind, «ſpecially cf 
thoſew ho ſtand in need of it. 


By infpiring gladneſa into a heart oppreſſed 
with want, you receive the moſt rapturous,---the 
moſt durable pleaſure, of which the heart is capa- 
ble: And fo far as you are thoroughly ſenſible of 
that the beſt way of enlarging human happineſs 


is by communicating it to others, ſo ay are you 
Masoxs ; and as ſuch you will always have a tear 
of 


| to ſhed over the unfortunate, 
and be ever ready to do them kind offices; your 
hands will never be ſhut when benevolence com- 
mands them to be opened ; and when a collection 
is to be made for charitable purpoſes, you will 
chearfully throw in your mite to enereaſe it. 
Whatever collection is now made yen may be 
alured will be religiouſy appropriatei for” the 
purpoſes: for which you deſign it; induſtrious, 
| but 
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diffolute, will be partakers of it: Some part of ir 
will go to the dwellings of poverty and difeaſe, 
vbere to procure bread for the hungry, and medi- 
cines for the fick ; and ſome part of it will rejoice 
the hearts of the aged. 


—_—— 


4 flue Charge — gines ta new-admittcd 
Brethren. 


OU are now admitted by the unanimous 
conſent of our huge, a fellow of our moſt 
ancient and honourable ſociety; ancient as having 
ſubſiſted from time immemorial, and henourable, 
as tending in every particular ſto render a man 
ſo, that will be conformable to its glorious pre- 
ecpts, The greateſt monarchs in all ages, as well 
of Afie and i as of Exrape, have been en- 
couragers of the h art, and many of them have 
prefided as grand-maſters over the maſons in their 
clhottive drminicns ; not thinking it any dia 

tion of their imperial dignities to level themſelves 


(3 ) 
did. The world's great architect is dur Supreme 
Maler, and the unerring rule he has given us, is 
that by which we work. Religious diſputes are 
never ſuffered in our lodge; for as free m, we 
only purſue the univerſal religion of nature : 'This 
is the cement which unites men of the moſt different 
principles in one facred band, and brings together 


There are three general heads of duty which 
maſons ought always to obſerve, viz. to Cad, our 
neighbours, and an "To God, in never men- 
which becomes a creature to bear to his creator ; 
and to look upon him always as the Cam Be- 
vu, which we came into the world to enjoy; and 
according to that view to regulate all our purſuits. 
To our zeighbaxr, in acting upon the ue, or do- 
ing as we would be done by. To arfebves, in 
avoiding all intemperance and excels, whereby 
we may be led into a behaviour unbecoming aur 
laudable proſe ſſion. 


- In the Sue, a maſon is to act as a peaceable 
and 
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2nd dutiful fubjcQ, conforming chearfully to tle 
government under which he lives : He is to pay a 
due deference to his fuperiors ; and from his infe- 
nors he is rather to receive honour with ſcme re- 
laftance, than to extort it: He is to be a man of 
benevolence and charity, not fitting dowa content - 
ed while his fellow. creatures (but much more his 
brethren) are in want, and it is in Lis power, 
without prejudicing himfelf or family, to relicve 
them. In the lage he is to behave with all due 
decorum, leſt the beauty and harmony thercot 
ould be diſturbed and broken. He is to be obe- 
Gent to the maſter and prefidiag officers, and to 
apply himfeif cloſely to the bufineſs of maſonry, 
Sis ah Gur — 0 
both for his cn credit, and for that of the lodge. 
He i not to neglect his neceſſary avoc atio: for 
the fake of maſonry, nor to involve himſelf in 
peak evil of, or ridicule it. He is to be a lover 
of the arts and fciences, and to take all qpportu- 
nities of improving himſelf therein. If he recom- 
mends a fric:.d to be a maſon, he muſt vouch him 
to be fech as he really} believes will conform to 

the 


. 


e the aforeſaid duties ; leſt by his miſcondoR at any 
a time, the lodge ſhould paſs under ſome evil impu+ 
faithful maſons, than to fee any of their brethren 
profane or break through the ſaored rule of their 
order, and fuch as can do it they wiſh had never 
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HOEVER dessen the Ggnity of ta 
"own nature, or conſults his own eaſe, 

, comfort; br happincſs, will ſoon find them 
5 in ſecial bife ; in friendly iuter- 
coorſe, in communications of knowledge and l- 
fote, in mutual affiſtance and fupport, we e | 
bl=Eng to each other. And, with the 


L Joy 
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joy, I welcome you into a Society, to which the 
and mma! charafter have introduced you; and 
wherein I hope you will give and receive recipro- 
— WEED. | 


3 80 
jefls of our purſuit; theſe are the foundations 
which are laid by the GZ AncurrTacr of the 
have zefted ſecure, and compleated: a fabric in 
truth, frength, and hp, which will ftand unſha- 


Do ma/ms then arrogate to themſelves every 
thing that is great, good, and honourable? By no 
means. The gates of knowledge, and the-paths of 
er and walk therein. Byt this I affirm, 
that maſonry , us with great and -pecuiliar 
.  Adpantiges; which, if duly improved, and proper- 
hy attended to, ought to exalt us above the reſt. of 
8 rr 
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can know thoſe ner and obligations, thoſe particular 
which afford us the faireſt opportunities of accom- 
pliſhing our preſent honour and happineſs, and of 
ſecuring eternal felicity j but like every other dif- 
play of light and truth, will, if abuſed or neglect- 
ed, greatly aggravate out vice and folly. Favour 
me then with your candid attention, whilſt I pro- 
poſe a few things to your ſerious canfideration, 
which I hope may imprefs your minds with a pro- 
per ſenſe of the importance of thoſe obzefts and 
purfuits which we recommend and enjoin, of the 
| privileges to which you are now admitted, and of 
the real benefits, of which I hope you will ſhortly 
partake. 


+ Our belief in the great Gon, the architect and 
ruler of nature; a ſubmiſſion to his will, and reli- 
ance on his protection; a devout and diligent en- 
quiry into his works, and the laws by which he 
governs the natural and moral world; a due obſer- 
vance of moral duties and ob{igations, with univerſal 
charity, being our firſt and leading principles; fo 
pur ſociety admits and embraces all good men, of 

L3 whatever 
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whatever ad, auntry, of religions perſzafior. No 
inſtigution in the world was ever more comprehen- 
five; harmony, peace, and brotherly love, are the 
great ornaments of our lodges; and whatever in- 
tetrupts them is inimicat to our conſtitution, and 
ina gvery. well regulated lodge ſkould be ſeverely 
Lou are therefore cautiouſly to avoid all religi- 
ous Ciſputes.; as quarrels from this ſource have ever 
been found prejudicial, and often deſlructive to 
ſeciety, Let every. brother freely enjoy his own 
opinion, but not lord it over. another, nor intro- 
duce any particular intricate wranglings into the 
lodge. Our religion is not founded in ſubtle me- 
taphyſical difquifitions, or angry diſputations a- 
bout forms, opiaions, and ceremonies, but upon a 


Tolitical diſputes, having an equal tendency to 
inſlame the paſſions and ſour the temper, are there- 
fore, wich equal propriety, excluded ſtom our 
ladges. You are enjoined ta pay a due obedience 
to the laws, and reſpet᷑t to the government of your, 
77 country ; 
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country; and to live as peaceable ſubjefls, bit ne- 
0 
ticular opinions of ſtate affairs. 


Neither are you to let any private quarrels/or 
2nimoſitics accompany you, to defile what is pecuw- 
Early devoted to the pureſt brotherly love. If 
you differ from any of your brethren, hear them 
with patience, and reaſon with coolneſs and mo- 
deratiqn ; and take care that haſtineſs of temper or 
expreſſion betray you not into an improper behavi- 
our. It would indeed be well if every wrangling, 
over-bearing, turbulent, or miſchievous temper 
could be utterly excluded from our lodges. We 
have all our imperſections, prejudices, and paſſions ; 
but maſons profeſs, and ſhould ſtudy and labour 
diligently to reform or ſuppreſs them, to bear 
ver helped by wrath or contention ; but may be 
much aſſiſted by mutual aſfection and good offices. 


You are likewiſe exhorted to avoid, eſpecially 
- whilft the lodge is fitting, a certain levity of be- 
tayiour, and trifling impertinence; which, how- 

| ever 


culpable, when it rudely draws the attention of 
your brethren from important truths and rational 
pleaſures; it is inconſiſtens with your characters as 


* 
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fene wien good manners; but is more highly 


maſons, gentlemen, or good moral men; it ſhews 
WR cans 
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| The laying or offciog of wagers; jufthy yroki- 


bited as incompatible with the dignity of our con- 
verſation. CARTS” n n 
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qraphane and obſcene — — 
 infolent contempt of the fapreme God, who, both 


in our outward converſation and deporument, and 


| the inmoſt receſſes of our minds, claims our high- 


eſt adoration and reverence ; the other is brutal and 
unmanly, a moſt indecent affront and injury to 
that ſex, which, though not admitted into ous 
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Your pentincl md; wing awed wan do; 
ated meetings is expefted, fo far as it may not in- 
terſers with your duty to yourſelf, family, or | 
_ friends; but you are by no means required to neg- 
lect your private affairy or proper buſineſs on this 
account. Diligence and fidelity in our reſpeBiive 


wends and enforces, but ought never to interrapt. 


| Avithe womGipfut mafer and profiling 2 
| | placed in their ſeveral departments by the voice of 
| the brethren, you are required to behave towards 
them with a becoming reſpect, to addrefs them by 
Levy lf we hem a allege 19 the whats 
fociety, - whom they repceſent, and over whom they 

Ne de d 
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officers 
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officers, whoſe duty it is to prefide dver all the 
lodges in their ſeveral provinces or diftrifts, are 
; . appointed by the fraternity, to preſerve all the an. 
Gent Jaws and land-marks of the comftitution ; and 
every thing relative to the general intereſts of m- 
bo Jonry ought, by them, to de duly weighed and if 
b properly tegulated: We are therefore to pay a due 
| gar to the boot of ce, which is publiſhed 
© dy their authority; to prevent, or endeavour to 4 
_ | heal, any jealoubes, animoſities, or differences, 
-which may anhappily ariſe between thoſe ſoticties, | 
which are, or ought to be, united in one common 
| band of union be broken, and we become'a rope 
ol ſand, and loſe that firength, weight, arid influ- 
D eee 
„ 2 q a 


Wr 
tachment ought to be to the lodge of which vou 
are members; to the Bye- of which you arc 
required to conform, and the true intereſts of which 
you are bound' to ſupport : Yet you are allowed, 

.- when proper and convenient, to viſit the neigh- 

15 bouring 


Wedel bases, and extends its benign influ- 


82 J 
bauring lodges, fo that you conform to their laws 
and cuſtoms ; but you are not to interſere in their 
particular buſineſs ; nor is it well to enter into any 
diſcourſe but what materially concerns the mani- 
| feſt intereſts of the ſociety at large, or the general 
| EE Maſi, dy VINE FL 
oh» eee as | 
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brethren's intereſts as your own; to relieve and off 
them in all cheir difficulties and diſtreiſes ; to pay a 
due regard to their merits, and maintain a tender 
concetu for their failings, But do not ſuppoſe 
Are 


| 3 Far form it; it inculeates 


ence. to the whole world. It is a moral aficiatiar, 
but not a partial confederacy. For ſurely, whilſt 
1 love my brother from moral principles is a lax ; 
L may, without injury to any part of ſociety, be 
| 8 um 
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| And this jeads me to recommend. ts you 2 per- 
ticular care and circumſpetion, that you betray 
not our d:fizgu;/Sing marks and characteriſtics to 
any ranger; not to your neareſt and deareſt rela- 
It will be prudent in you, at leaſt for ſome time, 
not to exhibit them evex to a brother, except in a 
lodge, or where you well know your company- 
Time and patience will felly evince to you the im- 
portance of this precaution. 


You will keep a ſtrict guard over your diſcourſe, 
looks, and geſtures ; ſo that the moſt piercing eye, 
the quickeſt ear, or the moſt penetrating obſerva- 
tions may not poſſibly diſcover what agbͤ to be 
concealed ; and if you meet with prying inquiſitive 
people, endeavout to turn and divert the diſcourſe; 
but beware of maniſcſting any offence or diſcom- 
poſure. | OE 
— Whataver Soffs in the Aize ought to be kept 
appear more trivial than others, you are not to 
make any of the tranſactions there the ſubjeR of 

; th your 


ve 


1 


your diſcourſe amongſt your family or friends. 
Nor will it generally anfwer any good purpoſe to 
be perpetually talking of them to your brethren. 


| So far as you have opportunity, cultivate an 

eſteem for, and a knowledge of the Liberal arts 

and friexces ; beſide their uſe and importance in 

every part of life, they improve the underſtanding, 
2 


GrowmETRY is particularly recommended to the 
attention of maſons. By geometry, I mean not 
only a ſtudy of the properties of lines, ſuperſicies, 
and ſolids ; but the geometrical method of reaſoh- 
ing and deduction in the inveſtigation of truth. In 
this light geometry may very properly be conſidered 
as a natural logic ; for, as truth is ever conſiſtent, 
invariable, and uniform ; all truths may be, and 
ought to be, inveſtigated in the fame manner. 
Moral and religious definitions, axioms, and prc- 
poſitions have as regular and certain a depend.nce 
upon each other as any in phy ſies or mathematics. 
" ' M 2 For 
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For inſtance, tac moral relations of huſband and 
wiſe, parent and child, king and ſubjeR, phy fician 
and. patient, tradeſman and cuſtomer, are equally 
certain and demonſtrable as between ſquare and 
triangle, cube and pyramid, or cone and ſphere. 


In our futrre lefures and inſtructions, you will 
find that all our emblems, alli goriet, and peculiar 
charaGertice have -a beautifol and lively tendency 
to that point. And almoſt every branch of ſcience 
is fo applied and ſo moralized, as to become at 
once uſeful and ĩnſtructive. 


From the attention with which you have now 
honoured me, I hope you will ſeriouſly determine 
to purſue ſuch knowledge, and cultivate ſuch diſ- 
poſitions as will ſecure to you the brotherly reſpect 
of this fociety; the honour of your farther ad 
vancement in it; your peace, comfort, and ſatiſ- 
faction in this life, mann 
the next. . z 
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ments, are rightly preſumed, brethren, to be the 
principal motive of our firſt entering into, and 


then of propagating our craft; wherein thoſe ad- 


vantages, I am bold to fay, may be better met 


| with, than in any ſociety now in being ; provided 


we are not wanting to ourſelves, and will but con- 
fider, that the baſs of our order is' indifloluble 


 friendfbip, andthe cement of it anoninly and ey 
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That 25% may always ſubfit in this ſociety, is 
the fincere deſire of every wotthy brother; and 
that they may do fo in full perfetion here, give 
me leave to lay before you a few obſervations» 
| wherein are pointed out hy things, which are the 
moſt likely to diſcompoſe the harmony of converſa- 
tion, eſpecially when it turns upon controverted 
points. It is, brethren” a very delicate thing to 
intereſt one's ſelf in a diſpute, and yet preferve 
the decorum due to the occaſion. To affift us a 
little in this matter, is the ſubject of what I have 
at preſent to offer to your conſideration ; and I 
doubt not, but the bare mention of what may be 
difagreeable in any kind of debate, will be heed- 
fully avoided by a body of men, nd by the 
„ eee ee eee ee 
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manner and circumſtance of which, being much 
governed and influenced by the faſhion and uſage 
of the place where we live, muſt in the rule and 


praftice of it, be learned by obſervation, and the 
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carriage of thoſe who are allowed to be polite and 
well-bred. But the more eſſential part of civility 
Hes deeper than the. ouakde, and is that general 
fre ens ain. 64 
ing, in our earriage towards him, any contempr, 

diſreſpert, or negle. "Tis a diſpoſition that makes 
us ready on all occaſions to expreſs, according i 
the uſual way and faſhion of addrefs, a e, n 
value, and gm for him, ſuitable to his rank, gna- 
lity, and andi in life. It is, in a word, a dif- 
poſition of the mind viſihle in the carriage, where- 
ö 
6— 


7 
e SS 


| For the better aveiding of which, in theſe eur 
| conventions, ſuffer me, brethren, to point out to 
proper and moſt acceptable conveyance of the ſo- 
cial virtues; from ſome one of which, incouility will | 
generally be found to have its riſe; anddf rats 
quence that diſcord and want of harmony in con- 
verſation, too frequently to be obſerved. 


The 
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-- TRE G# of theſe is a „rent EOUGHNES:, 
tar he retains no deference, nor has any regard to 
Ke inclinations, temper, or condition of thoſe he 
Eonverſes with. Tis the certain mark of a clown, 
got to mind what either pleaſes or offends thoſs he 
& Uipaged wich. And yet one uny ſometimes 
beer with 2 man ti clean and fathidnable clothes, 


every thing den bs in in way, wi = parſe 
ice how people have reaſon to take t 
| This is a brutality every one fees and ahbe. * 
what no one can approve, or be cafy with; and 
it finds no place with thoſe who have 

455: tinctute of gell brad; the vad andidefign 
of which is, to ſupple dur ture? ffiſſheſs, and t 
Toten men's tempers, that they may bend and g- 
r 
We ee s. 5 oy 6. 1949 rr: 
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JP is the fin * Gn 
with good. breeding, and is entizely averfe to 4c. 
"And if this want of reſpett be diſcovered, either 
EST 7: in 


(  ) 


in a man's looks, words, or geſtures; cms it 
7 from whom it will, it always brings atieafinels _ 
* and pain dong with it: Fer ACER: THE. 
6 —— a * r 
2 EF 
| A thind thing of the tike tanijt/is Cundons: 
 0V3 2855, or a diſpoſition to find fault with others, bi 
Men, whatever they are guilty of, would nes + 
chuſe to have their blemiſhes diſplayed and fer in 
3 nner 
eee. 
ner | 9 1 


85 
n 5 
refined way of expoſing the faults of others; and 
beenuſe it is commonly done with ſome wit, in 
good language, and entertains the company; peo- 
ate apt to be led into a miſtake, that where it 
keeps within fair bounds, there is no incivility in 
troduces it often, therefore, among people of the 
bener fare; and fuck talkers, it muſt be owned, 
enn ang 
$3 ke laughter | 


i - -. 


(9) 
haghter of the flanders-by : But it ought at the 
fame time to be conkidered, that the entertainment 
of the company is at the coſt of the perſon made 
the objeft of ridicule; who therefore cannot 
be without ſome uncalineſs on the occaſion, 
unleſs the ſabjefi,. on which be is rallied, be mat- 
ter of commendation ; in which caſe, the pleaſant 

ed which make the milly, carry with them 

| praiſe as well as ſport, and, the rallied perſon finding 
. 
„ 
_ nice a point, Sberein the leaſt flip may ſpoil all, 
& not every body's talent, it is better, that ſuch as 
would be ſecure of not provoking others, ſhopld 
e 

of having bees ſharply, though wittily, taunced, 
pig ents i en. 3 
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a T's 17 4 bo 
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— dots not require, that we hott ad; 
mit of all the reaſonings, vr filently approve of in 
the accounts of things, that may be vented in out 
and the reiifying the miſtakes of others, Is » 
trath and charity ſometimes require of us; nor does 
civility forbid it, ſo it be done with proper caution 
ad duc cate of circumſtances. But 'there are 
ſome men, who feem fo perfefily polleſt, 2 i 
were, with the ſpirit of c, aid . 
, that they firadily, and without regard eicher 
to right or wrong, oppoſe ſome one, and perhaps 
every one of the company, 22 
ed. This is ib evident and outrageous a degree 
of cenfuring, e bing e im- 
3 a nue K. y wy. 141 951 8 . 
ee eee | 
is fo apt'to be fuſpetied of cenſoriouſncls, and i 
fo ſcldom received without fome fort of humiha- 
lon, that it ought to bZ made in the gentlell man- 
ner, and coucked in the ſofteſt cxpreſſions that can 
- be Wand. and fuck as, with the whole de 
ay exp ns eee 1 coin 
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poſſible marks of reſpect and good-will ought to 
accompany it; that whilſt we gain the argument, 
we may not loſc the good inclinations of any that 
e As ea on 


—_ . 


——— not ts poſs by an ordinary, 
but a very great fault, that frequently happens in 
almoſt every diſpute; I mean that of interrupting 
others, <while they are ſpeaking. This is. a failing 
which the members of the beſt-regulated confra- 
ternities among us have endeavoured to guard a- 
gainſt, in the byc-/ows of their reſpective /acicties , 
and is what the R. W. perſon in the chair ſhould 

2 


Aero boon 
it cannot be . improper to offer a mend or two 2- 
W 8 ? 4 M$ wth 4 GOP 


$173 * 


"There cannot be + aka 1 
— another in the current of his diſcourſe : 
For if it be not impertinence and folly to anſwer a 
r yet its 

2 


. 
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4 lair declaration that we are weary of his d- 
courſe ; that we diſcegard what he ſays, as judg> 
ing it not fit to entertair the ſociety with; and is 
in ſact little leſe than a downright deficing that 
Ourſeltes may have audience, who have ſomething 
to produce, better worth the attention of the com- 
pany. As this is no ordinary degree of diſreſpect. 
a | 


— Joethorn, thet i« againſt <> 
Ar and therefore apt to overſet the harmony of 
converſation, is CarTrousnzss. And it is fo, 
not only becauſe it often produces miſbecoming 
and provoking expreſſions and behaviour in a par! 
of the company, but becauſe it is a tacit. accuſa · 
tion and a reproach for ſomething ill taken, from 
thoſe we are diſpleaſed with. Such an intimation, 
or even ſuſpicion, maſt always be uneaſy to ſo- 
eiety ; and as one angry perſon is ſufficient to dif- 
compoſe a whole company ſo, for the moſt part, all 
mutual happineſs and fatisfaftion ceaſes therein. 
on any ſach jarring. This failing therefore ſhould 
be guacded . .2gainſt with as much care, as either 
the boiſccrovs rficity and iefinuated t, or 


3 the 
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the ill-natured diſpolition to cenſure, already con- 
fidered and difallowed of. For as peace, caſe, 
and fatisfattion are what conſtitute the he. 
the lente, and are the very Jaul of corverſations 
if theſe he interrupted, the defign of ſociety is un- 
dermined; and in that cireumſtance, how ſhould 
brotherly love continue? Certain it is, that un- 
lefs go d oder, decency; and temper be preſerved 
b / the individuals of fociety, confuſion will be in- 
woduced, end x dilflation will naturally very 
nr 4 | 


nat S 
Uiren, that Maſons have ever been love of 
Oap R. It is the buſineſs of their particular pro» 
feffion- to reduce all rade matters to 1. Their 
aphoriſms recommend it. The number of rhei? 
lights, and 'the declared end of their coming to- 
gether, intimate the frame and diſpoſition of mind 
e 


Sdall it then ever be fd, that thoſe, RE 
Voice are didioguiſhed from the groſs of mankind, 
* 


(95) 
this mf ancient and honourable S:cicty, are fo ſar 
wanting to themſelves and the Order they profeſs, 
as to neglect its rules ? Shall thoſe, who ng 
a Rt 9 


a 
mn ö 


We are, let it be conidered, the — 
thoſe who reared a ſtructure to the honour of A1 
M3GaTY Gon, the Gan Azcyrzecr of the 
never yet had any parallel. We are intimately re- 
ever made it their buſineſs and their am to im- 
un then copy their example, that we may alſo 
hope t bin a ſhare in their praiſe. This can 
not poſlibly be done in 8 ſcene of diforder : Pearty 
rr 
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bappinefs of this g. ts fave fs abit fe: 
ſpouſed by the Great, the Noble, and the ld 
of the land. Perſons, who, after the example of 
the wiſeſt and the grandeſt of Kings, eſteem ir 
neither condeſcenſion or diſhondur to patronize 
and encourage the Pre of the Craft. * It is 
aut duty, in return, to do nothing inconſiſtent | 
with this favour ; and being Member: of this body, 
it becomes us to act in ſome degree ſuitable to 
22 


men een enen very 
good and defirable end will the better be pro- 

moted among us. The Croft will have the advan- » 
tage of being governed by good, wholſome, and 
diſpaſſionate lows : The huſinefs of the Lake will 
de ſmoothly and eſſectually carried on: Your Of 
ſatisſaction: In a word, true Maſonry will flou- 
riſh ; and thoſe that are without, will ſoon come 
to know that there are mog ſubſtantial pleaſures 
to be found, as well as greater advantages to bc 
reap- 


(9) 


reaped, in out Scciety, orderly conducted, that 


can poſſibly be, met with in ang ather bodies of 
men, how magnificent focver their pretenſions 


* For none can be ſo amiable as that 
promotes bratherly love, and fixes that as the 


grand cement of all our actions; to the 
ance of which we are bound by an obligation, both 5 
ſolemn and awful, and that entered into by our 


own free and deliberate choice; and as it is to di- 
rect our lives and aftions, it can never be too often 
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D Men, immediately after the —— 
of x Mauss, who had been 
in vain, — he end Pi 
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8 in all numerous Aba 
men, ſome zwworthy will ever be found, it 
enn be no wonder, that notwithſtanding the ex- 
Ant ptinciples, and valuable <precepes, 85 
down mad inculcated by aw veuerable inflitution, 
ve keve Sed amongſt ae & mien, whe, inflead of 
, being ornaments or uſeful members of our body, 


| . r 
Dee | > 124 1 
ies tr tenet 

| . 
ier truly dn ne. and more pecu- 
ber 
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ſo in Faz2-Mazons, who, by the en- 
and enjoined © to fyeak as well of 2 koocher if od, 
. to defend his hhnour and reputation 
wherover attacked, ns fas as troch and juſtice wall 
cage him, a8 keaſt to refrain from cantriduing ts 


Bot alas! regardiels of their duey in general, 
2nd of theſe lovdable injunflions in partipelar, we 


r i 221 4 
\ all oe | * , _ : 
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As we have juſt now had 2 mortifying inflance 
of the neceſſary confequence of fuck l condo, 
in the expu/ron of one of our members, permit me 
to deliver to you ſome ſentiments of the great 
Archbiſhop Tithyor en the fubjeft. He ange 
various canes of this evil, and alſo furniſhes direc- 

tions, which, if adhered 83 
228. Pol 1 ues 


| «© If we conſider the 2 of this evil practice, 
we ſhall find one of the moſt common is iL 
25 c doth for wiſdom; though in wah they 
— * i laga2 


. N —— 
per of mankind, than their proneneſs to c- 
ing. For, Out of | the abuydance of thy =. 
— — — 
rr rr 
7 2 3 

.** The grad a we ealily forget, 

or ſeldom mention; but the ci lies uppermoſt in 


ar memories, and is ready to be publiſhed upon 
all 
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— ney, whit & meit Beatards ind 
anja, though many times we do not believe ir 
ourſelves, we tell it to others, and venture it td 
pot angie wy eur ym te thoſe to 
dew: opted * 
e 9 „ Cen nls 

ae eee | 
That mnny are ſo bad themfeboes. For to think and 
peak ill of others is not only a bed thing, but a 
ga of a ke man. When men are bad themſelves, 
they are glad of any opportunity to cenſure others, 
and endeavour to bring things ts a level; hoping 
it wilt be fome juſtification of their 6wi fauſs, if 
rr _ 
. t d 
5 nee eee 
venge. When we are blinded by our puohs, we 
do not confider what is ue, but what is mifthiee- 
aw} we ente not whether the evil we ſpeak be tne 
or not; nay?-many are ſo baſe as to b ant 
799 falſe reports, on purpoſe to blaſt che pet: 
1 Apt dm rarnnd 
jared,' 5 * WS 446 - t- 
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*. A faurch cauſe of this vice is. exvyy.. New 
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thers, and do what they Tan to iiicredit their cam 


lefiencd by them, they greedily entertain, and in- 


duſtriouſly publiſh, what may raiſe themſelves 
69 


. 4 conſe of evil bake e 
and curiai ; an itch of talking of affairs which do 
not concern us. Some love ta mingle themſelves 
in all bufinefs, and are loth to ſeem ignorant of 
ſuch important pews as the fault and u of men; 
thezofore with great care they pick ug ill tories 
to entertain the next company they meet, not per- 
haps cut of malice, but 1 5 
nen ö 


ee ed 
for dveyſar; fo Rules do they confider a man's re- 
ie great and tender 2 concern ta be jefl- 
ed with; and that 2 flanderous tongue bites like 6 
Arlene, and cxts like « fooerd. What can be ſa ha 
* 

_ ply 
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play with his honour and good name, hdd w 
foine is better than life. 


- Sud, and fo bad, axe the ang of id avs 


* If we confer — efefts we ſhall 
find, that to ſack a> dre lundlered it is a great i@- 
jury, commonly a high »„— ous cage 
— of grief. 


@®- 


** It is'certulndy n . and if the eri 
which we ſay of them be not une, it is an ivjary 
beyond reparation. It is an he that diefoends to = 
2 man's child ; becauſe rhe good or if name of the 
father is derived down to them, and many times 
nan ke Has to leave then is a nakb< 
med virtue. And do we make nw confeience; ts 
_ zob his innocent children of the beſt part of this 
il parcomony, and uf ail the Kindneſs that would 


xperation had not been undefervedly framed ? Ii it 


io crime by the breath of our mouth at ne i 
blut a man's reputat ion, and to ruin is children 
perhaps d all poſterity ? Can wp: jeſt vn ſo ſeri 
oaks ous 
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ons' a-matzer? an injury ſo very hard to be re- 
pented of as it ought; becauſe, in ſuch a caſe, aq 
—— 
a een 12 'y 22 A þ 


nemo 
— 
never ſo deſervediy, without great hurt to him; 
and it is odds but the charge, by paſſing through. 
ſeveral hands is aggravated beyond truth, every 
— rc POE — 
155 + t e by 
* — it is commanly a high yowr 
— 
— — — 
e er X riechenden 
- ifs rann d: 
anni neee 
fon that is defamed, and Chriftianity, which is the 
beſt- natured inſtitution in the-world, forbids us io 
do thoſe "OP each duce RH 
auler. 
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Res > X7 
__ + A man'scharafter is a tender thing, and 2 
wiſe and good man; and the more innocent any 
man is in this refpeRt, the more ſenkbleherivor 
this uncharitable treatment; becauſe; be never 
treats others ſo, nor is he conſcious to hamfelF that 
he hath deſerved it. nl 
A ; r 4 br; 
% To deer the conſequences of this wice are 
as bad ve worſe. He that accuftoms himſelf to 
ſpeak evil of others gives a bad character to him» 
elf, even to thoſe whom he deſires to pleaſe, who, 
if they be wit, will conclude that pes of 
— 4/4 1D 
dy tr; in 4 hl 
d Aae of Ae 
convenient many other ways. For, who knows 
in the chance-of things, and the mutabiliry of hu- 
man affairs, whoſe kindneſs he may ftand Jn need 
ul before he dies ?. So, that did a man only con- 
OO gary 
Nene x 
* "Pa 


= How chap» knduk We — 


leaſt 
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keaſtnot to ſpeak i of others. A good word is an 
eafy obligation, but not to ſpeak ill requires only our 
fence. Some inſtances of charity are chargeable; 
but were a man never ſb covetous he might afford 
amnather bis good word; at leaft he might refrain 
um ſpeaking it of him, eſpecially if it be con- 
fidered, how dear many have paid for a A 
* 


eee 
to the favour of men, than to be free from this 
<ice. Such. a man's friendſhip every one deſires ; 
and, next to piety and righteouſneſs, nothing is 
thought a greater commendatian, than that he was 
. e e r rg 5 gt 


— W man lay his hand upon en 
—— — — 
this uſage. Nothing ſure is more equal und . 
fonablt than that known rule, What thas wonkif 
— dS ED0G a & 8 
be following dna. if duly via 
will greatly contribute to the prevention and cure of 
this great evil. 2 « Never 
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Never ay 
any eval of another, 
Moen ay 


1 


crime, though it be in private and among friends, 
r 
ſees hears pou. This, not only charity but 
OT of us. He that eaſily credits a 
K yay ray, 
Therefore never- ſpeak evil of any upon 
y_ — <_——— 
—— 
pe 


= — 3 
2 it is a bad turn to ſpeak ill of him 
hath dene youu good. Conſider alſo, whether 
32 2 to be acquainted with 
redened to him, or in want of Ar favour whom 

you have thus injuxed ? and whether it may not be 


in his power to e a ſpiteful 
and needleſs word, 
by a ſhrewd turn? fo that if a man made no con- ; 


ſcience of hurting others, 
Fcienc yet he ſhould in 
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Ae us accuſtom ourſelves to be truly ſorry for 
the faults of men, and then we ſhall take no plea- 
ſute in publiſhing them. Common humanity re- 
| quires this of us, conſidering the great infirmities 
tempted; conſidering likewiſe how ſevere a pu- 
nien every crime is to itfelf, how terribly: it 
© ae 
and bereafter. 


in 1 5 4 
| 3 hear any man evi ſyoken of, if 
we have heard any good of him, let us fay that. 
It is always more humaze and more henourable to 
vindicate others than to accuſe them. Were it he- 
ceſſary that a man ſhould be evil ſpoken of; his 
good and bad qualities ſhould be repreſented toge- 
ther, otherwiſe he may be ſtrangely miſcepteſent- 
cd, 22 man moy be made > moyſer. 
. "ES a. 
«+ They that will obſerve nothing is = +oj6 man 
bat his overſights nd Follies ; nothing in 2 god, 


Lonate ſyecches, all the imprudont actions of the 
beſt 


\ \ 
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cealing his vue, he, in this diſguiſe, would look 
_ like a mad-mam or fury; and yet if his life were 
fairly repreſented in the manner it was led, he 
would appear to all the world to be an amiable 
and excellent perſon. But how numetous foever 
any man's e are, it is but juſt that be 
mould have due praiſe of his few mel wirtzs, 


That you may not h il, do not delight in 
bearing it .of any. Give no countenance to buſy- 
bodies ; If you cannot decently reprove them be- 
cauſe of their quality, divert the diſcourſe fome 
other way; oc by ſeeming not to mind it, 1 
nn 
1 — wy 1 3 
© Lav every mam mind Nis own duty and cnt 
cern. Do but endeavour in good earneſt to mend 
yourſelf, and it will be work enough, and leave 
. | 


| In the foregoing ſentiments, the ROSSO 
and $rawvrRER may fer himfelf fully repreſent- 


63 and defable eu. Ne- 
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contemplate the e and conjeguences of this ode» 
oby men and: man, let db conſtantly pray with 
the N N. (PC. .cxbi. }. Ser @ <unrch, O Lird, 
before my menth, heap them tof at pe; being . 
xFured for their encoumgement, that, He was back 
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F 
"A are nh neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment 
and ſupport of every fociety, without which no 
 ſecizty = long ſabbiſt with any degree of happineſs 
or reputation; the General Low: and Reguiatizns of 
„„ „„ 
— . —— in the Book of Con- 
ftitutions, are invariably to be obſerved by every 
provate Lodge, and every individual member of the 
fraternity, But for the better anſwering the pur- 
poſes of particular lodges, to cement the union 


there 
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thereof, avid to farther the good intentions of 
thoſe brethren who are difpoſed to cultivate the 
Rovat-Crarr, permiſlian bath always been 
granted to private lodges to frame to themſelves 
ſuch b;c-laws as may be proper in their reſpective 
fituations and circumſtances; provided the ancient 
land-mari: be preſerved inviolate, and that ſuch ge- 
laws be agrecable to the general regulations. And, 
as it frequently happens, that zew ladges, as well 
as lately initiated brethren, may be at alofs for ſome 
affiſtance and information on theſe occaſions; che 
following form' is offered for that purpoſe. I is 
to be obſerved, when any Article may bo liable 
to have a double conſtruction, and oocaſion yari- 
ous opinions thereon, ——— 
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BVE. LAWS, 


Ariete or Lodge Nights. 
T the members of this Lodge ſhall aſ- 
ſemble on the firſt Twc/day in every month, 
at fix o'clock in the evening, from Michaela: to 
Lady-Day, and at feven o'clock from Lady Dey to 
Michaelmas ; which ſhall be deemed general or pub- 
Be lodge nights: But that the W. M. ſhall have 
power to cenvene a private lodge as often as he 
ſhall find it expedient. And that every member 
| ſhall come into the lodge decently cloathed, in 
fuck manner as is ſuitable to his rank, quality, 
and condition in life ; always remembering that he 
can never 5 Waaſelf r 
. 


( ms } 


Are Il-—Ogening eO 
When a fofficient number of members Mall be 
aſſembied, the maſter, or in his abſence, a 
perſon, ſhall open the lodge and proceed to bufl- 
nofs : And if the maſter, either of the wardens, or 
other officer of the lodge, who, in virtue of his 
office, is intitled to keep a key or keys, mould 
not attend the lodge in proper time, and negleRt 
to ſend the fame, whereby the : buſineſs of the 
lodge fall be retarded, cen brother tall fore | 


nk at 1:0: 
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_ That gary member of this lodge bal 
2 for the uſe of the pay 6 
rae lodge, the anna 


* the firſt Tuckiay in . the 

hut Taciday ip Sadr. OOF 

iy ior And any member neglnting, o 

2 cription regularly, 8 
25 vigtes to the lodge, gor ſhall be be per- 

r 


4 may not bring a ſcandal of diſreſpeRt on the craft. 


tax } 
until be has paid 22 * 


* - 


bes pee un Mer e 
made a free and accepted maſon in this lodge, un- 
Teſs well known to one more members, to be a 
| man of virtuous principles and integrity, and not 

a bondſman ; and ſuch as by his own conſent is defi- 
rous to become a brother; it being contrary to our 

eſtabliſhed conſtitution, to perfuade or engage any 
one thereto. And It is hereby recommended to 
every good maſon, and particularly to the brethren 
of this lodge, that they be careful whom they re- | 
commend as candidates for maſonry, that they 


And whereas the craft hath ſuffered greatly in its 
reputation and happineſs by the admiſfion of per- 
tons b ways fit to become members of our an- 
cient and honourable inftirution, whereby men of 
rank ani? education are often deterred from aflo- 
| ciating with their beetheen at the public meetings: 
It is hoped every brother who is defired to pro- 


pole any . will be particularly careful that 
Qz 


he 


% 


{ m6 


he be in all reſpects worthy to be admitted into the 
venerable ſociety he is to become a member of; one 
whoſe temper and diſpoſition may promece the har- 
mony of the lodge, and whoſe conduct and circum- 
ſtances in life, are ſuch as may not tend to diminiſh 
the credit of it. When a perſon is propoſed, it ſhall 
be mentioned at the bottom of the next ſummons, 
(which ſhall ifue at leaſt three days before the 
lodge night) that each member may be prepared 
to approve or teject ſach candidate; alſo the fame 
praftice, and for the ſame reaſon, ſhall be obſer- 
ved with regard to paſſing or raiſing a brother. 
Every candidate is to be propoſed by a member in 
| an open public lodge, when-the brother, ſo pro- 
I BY Pact Ge ct Rl 
dn account of his fees. And the perſon 
fo propoſed, tall be balloged ſor the next eee 
ing public lodge night, fo that in the interval 
Proper enquiry may be made into his character, 

and if on ſuch ballot, there ſhall not appear 
black, or negative balls, he ſhall be initiated and 
admitted a member, on paying the admiſſion fee 
of. | together with his ſubſcription is 
proportion 3 the rims then 19 came; in te cut: 
a rent 
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rent quarter; and alſo. tothe uſe of 
the grand fund, for his admiſſion and regiſtering 
fees: On his being approved on the ballot, and.if he 
negleds to attend for admiſſion three lodge nights, 
his dei dan be forſeited to the lodge; bat if 
on a ballot he ſhould appear za to be admitted, 
the ſum depoſited when he was propoſed ſhall be 
anal on he beather wiy progathd him. . | 
ere VoPaſſing and Rajing, 
That if any brother defires to be paſſed or raiſed 
to a higher degree, he ſhall not only pay his quar- 
terage regularly, but likewiſe attend as often as 
itation, unleſs he can attain to ſuch degree by ex- 
_ traordinary merit. But if any one' made a ma- 
fon, ſhall afterwards prove an dy member of 
words or actions; leading an immoral and ſcanda- 
lous life, ſuch perſon ſhall not be entitled to any 
further degree in this lodge. The fame prac- 
rice, and for the ſame reaſon, ſhall be obſerved 
with regard to paſſing and raifing a brother as in 
Article the 4th. _ 


An- 


1686 


| Acrrcts VI. Ali of faber Members. 


That no brother ſhall be admitted 2 member of 
this lodge until he hath viſited us once at leaſt, and 


has been duly propoſed by a member in open lodge, 
which done, he ſhall be balloted for at the next 


ſucceeding public lodge; and unleſa ne- 
gazives or black balls appear againit him, he an 
be admitted on paying to the fund of 
the lodge, and to the grand fund for 
regiſtering his name, over and a def 
tanabie ſubſcription. | 


— fir me-aduifhie of « Mem- 
| ber, and <who projer ts be admitted an Hinorary 
Member. {EIT "I; | 
_ If a brother ſhall diſcontinue himſelf a me- 
ber, from the time the meſſage or letter is feat, 
he ſhall not vote or otherwiſe concern himſelf with 
the buſineſs of the lodge; but if zhere ſhould hap- 
pen to be any more lodge nights in the quanter af- 
ter ſuch meſſage, he ſhall have a right” to be ad- 
mitted to the end of the quarter he has paid up to. 


”. 
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application, and paying be re-admit- 
ted. provided negatives do not appear a- 
gainit him. Aud any fea-fariig member, or one 
' whoſe avocations frequently occaſion his abſence 
from town, ot his place of abode be at too great” 
a diſtance to attend conſtantly ; he may be admit- 
ted an honorary member, by a majority of mem- 
be choſen into any office, ſpeak, vote, or other- 
wiſe concern himſelf with the buſineſs of the 
lodge. Such brother ſhall be admitted cach nighr 
on the ſame terms as the members, and have the 
privilege of becoming a member without any fur- 
ther fine, on his being firſt propoſed and balloted 
for, and aqyuves . ——⏑—— 
9 


n 
a member, or any perſbm to be made 2 maſon, if 


it appear upon cafting up the ballot, that they are 
n * n 


vo: 
. 


t 


1 or vikting brother ſhall. diſ- 
cover, by any means whatſoever, who thoſe mem- 
bers were that oppoſed his elechon. under the pe- 
nakty of ſuch brother's being far ever expelled, if 
a member; and if a viſiting brother, of his being 
never more admitted as a viſitor, or becoming a 
member. And if any member divulge any part 
of the proceedings of this lodge to any bot « 
ſubſcribing brother, he ſhall for the firſt of 

be fined the ſum of for the ſecond of- 


fence  - and for the third offence be en- | 


clnded, if adjudged culpable by the majority of 
the members then preſent. Immediately after a 
negative paſſes on any perſon being propoſed, the 
ö 


Me EFEIP. r 


*. r * 


e ee 


„ lodge, complaints made, or queſtions that may; «- 
riſe, every brother ſhall ſtand pp while he ſpeaks, 
and addtcfs himſelf to the makter in the chair; if 
Ae than one brother ſhall ſtand up at one time 
to 
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to ſpeale, the maſter ſhall order the firſt who flood 
up to proceed, nor ſhall any one preſume to in- 


che maſter, finding him wandering from his fub- 
jet, ſhall think fit to reduce him to order: for 
has been ſet right, he may again proceed if he 
pleaſes, No member dan be allowed to pea 


n amanda cms 


% 


neee gl We. the 
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neee eee come in- 


- to the lodge intoxicated, or on any account'call 


for liquors, but addreſs himſelf to the ſtewards or 
wardens, who if they think it neeeſſary, will give 


their orders accordingly. That all brethren do 


- 1438S. 


and with reſpeR to the maſter in the chair and the 


 prefidiag:officers ; and in default of any of theſe 


2 fo offending ſhall forfeit 
re 


one... F.5 Deli R > 20; | | 
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AzTicts XI. and Property of the Ladge 
2 S.. 


That the cafh or fund, as alſo the jewels, fur 
niture, ard other things belonging to this lodge 
or ſocic ty, fall be, and kereby are veſted and 
deemed the property of the maſter and wardens for 
the time being, ſo that any action or ſuit that 
ſhall happen to be ze--gary for the preſervation or 
recovery of the fame, or any part thereof, may 
and ſhall be brought or commenced and proſe eu- 
ted in their names, in truſt for the uſe and benefit 
of the lodge, and to be paid, applied, and dif- 
poſed of as the majority of the membe:s ſhall in 
dne form, from time to time, think proper to di- 


AzTICLE XIL---- Profents, 


That all preſents made to this lodge be entered 
in the lodge book, with the brother's name from 
whom ſuch benevolence flowed, in token of his 
bw Saab e 
being, © 2 Gly, ban take care to enter 


t 
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AzTticis XIII ELA and Choice of Officers, 


That the election of a maſter ſhall be half year- 
iy ; to wit, at the feſtivals of St Jube the Baptiſt 
and St Jabs the Evangelift, or on the lodge nights 
before; each member having notice for that put- 
poſe in his lodge letter. In the choice of a maſter, 
his abilitics muſt be preferred to hus ſemority : bat 
no brother ſhall be elected maſter who has not 
ferved the office of warden, nor no brother ſhall 
be warden unleſs he has been maſter at let 
months; and no officer ſhall be elected or appoint- 
ed to ſerve a fecond time againſt his inclination. 
The new maſter ſhall be inveſted by the old maſter 
in due form, who ſhall be allowed a charge before 
he quits the chair. The new maſter ſhall theu ap- 
point his officers, the treaſurer excepted, who is 
to be elected by a majority of the members then 
preſent, as the maſter is choſen. The accounts 
of the old treaſurer and fecretary are then, or the 
next lodge night, to be audited, by the maſter 
aud wardens for the time being, or by a commit- 
tee for that purpoſe to be appointed; and the ha- 
lance appearing to be due thereon, ſhall be paid by 
Rim to the treaſurer eke?. 

*. A R 2 An- 


de All liquors drank. a fupper on lodge 
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That the maſter do, on the night of eleftion; 
appoint two diſcreet brethren, to act as ſtewards of 
the lodge, who ſhall attend conſtantly, except when 
liadered by illneſs or urgent buſineſs ; in which 
Nd ſupply their places pro tempore; they ſhall 
continue ia their office till the next election night. 

Their buſinels ſhall be to ſee that the vititors are 
| accommodated ; that the tables be pro- 
pely fupplied, and to keep an account of the 


nights, ſhall be charged to the badge, but liquors 
called for before lodge hours, unleſs on account of 
A 


bogs GAR . 
As nothing has a greater tendency to bring the 
craft into diſrepute than keeping late hours on 
lodge nights, the rr 
8. W. 
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8. W. when it's  , o'clock, and half 

immediately procced to cloſe the lodge; either of 
them failing herein ſhall forfeit the fum of 

And any member who is in the lodge, and not be- 
ing a traveller or lodger in the houſe, remaining is 
the fame houſe after o'clock, half for. 
feix the ſum of . 11 is hoped and expetied 
lated to ſecure the honour and harmony cf the 
lodge, to prevent uneaſineſs to cur relatives at 
home, and to preſerve the economy of our 


Ae eee 


© That upon every election night, immediately 
before they proceed to the balloting for a new. 
. wadter, and alſo immediately aſter the admiſſion 
of a brother, the as ell wt Gaſt how's 
nnn | 
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ken 
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ken diſreſpectfully of the fociety in general, or tits 
lodge in particular, ſhall not be admitted a mem- 
ber, or as a viſitor, until he has made ſuch con- 
— — 4. 


aner Lug 


ing Laws. 


- That when a motion ſhall be made for any new 
law, or the abrogating or altering of any old one? 
it ſhall be handed up in writing to the maſter, in 
erder to be read and confidered by him and the 
members preſent ; and no new law, abrogation, or 
alteration of any old one, ſhall be valid, unleſs the 
ſame be entered in the minutes, by the conſent of 
the zvjecity of the members poaſent, at ens public 
lodge, and duly confirmed at the next. 


Abbe e booiirncis Zone. 
That if a brother break any of theſe rules and 
orders, the maſter, with the majority of the breth- 
| ven, if they think fit, hall lay a fine, novexceed- 
ing on the brother ſo uſſending: Which 


fine, as well as all others, ſhall go to the fund of 
the 
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the lodge; and the brother refuſing to pay ſuck 
fae, ſhall for ever be excluded this lodge. 


AnTICLS XN.---Member: 


That every member of this lodge ſhall fign 
theſe laws, and ſhall obſerve and keep the fame, 
and all fuch as ſhall hereafter be enafted ; as well 
"as all the laws, orders, and regulations laid down 
and preſcribed in and by the laſt edition of the 
book of conftitations of maſonry, and fuck as ſhall 
r 
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eee eee Mane 
ſphere in life as to afford me but tile time 
Olin, ——— at> 
mankind my particular ſtudy ; yet, this I have ob- 
ſerved, that urig is one of the moſt prevailing 
paſſions in the human breaſt. The mind of man 
in kept in 2 perpetual thirſt after knowledge, nor 
can he bear to be ignorant of what he thinks o- 
thers know. Any, thing for? os was imme- 
Siately excites an uneaſy ſenſation, and becomes 
the proper fuel of curioſity, which will be found 
 Hroniger or weaker in proportion to the time and 
Qportunitics that individuals have for indulging 
* It is obſervahle further, that when this paſ- 
fioa 
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ente, to ſpeak truth one do another, are the de- 


tates of reaſon and revelation ; and you know 
Ill * . 


rr 
a ſpirit of humanity, friendſhip, and benevolence, 
n 1 
22323 116 14 185 ma 104 
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| For my * fa ce 1 had the 
honour to be enrolled in the lift of maſons, as [ 
knew it was my duty, fo I have made it my bed 


neſs, to become acquainted with the principles on 


And like the er, the fanher Ie adyanced 
the richer has been my diſcovery ; and the' trea- 
fure conftantly opening to my view, Er 
666K 


By the tules of this lodge I e ou 
the chair. Bus 1 cannot do this with entre fuk: 
* Jad . | y * "© Z faction 
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Wich our glorious fager is  fornded. F 
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e be ef 06 the 
| your maſter, demands my thankful acknowledg- 
ments, thingh-at the Game time I Sincerely wiſh, 
| thithiny abijjes Had. brew! more-adbquare to the. 
a. "defted me to- 
But this bas abvays been, 2nd ill is my greateſt 
© confolation,'that howeter” deficient I -may have 
deen in the diſcharge of my! duty, no one can boaſt 
@ Irert inore; devoted tothe good'of the inflates 
; I general, anid the jeputation of this boge in par- 
„ 5 ee l 
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peda en your patience, yet if I might be indulged, 
| E-would bakbly lay veſoce you a few refleftions, 
| adapted to the buſineſs of the day, which being the 
ebe of x heart m , will, it is hoped, 
| be reveivel ich candodr by . FO Wil 
4 32 RON TEA 
[YR OO OL 
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„ 
be regulated by ceruim Jaws, and far that parhofe 
proper officers muit be appointed, and empowered 


to carry thoſe laws into execution, to preſerve a 


degree of uniformity, at leaſt to refirain any irre- 
gulacity that might render ſuch aſſociations incon- 
fiſtent. For we may. as-ceaſonably ſuppoſe an a 


properly od ed. without generals pr other c- 


fame, without, ſume form of poreranizat to anfwer 
the end of the inſtitution- And as ſack an argange- 
ment muſt de revered, it becomes a neceſſary pre- 
requiſite thata temper Gould be diſcovered in the 
ſeveral members adapted W 
r 4 N 
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| This 2 n 3 that whoſe 
| who are qualified to profile as r in a hae. will 

nat be cared with that honour, bur loſing fight gf 
it, will hayejonly in view, the ſervice their ofltec 
demands. Their een 
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govenors, and their ſubalterns ; or, which is he 
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— This condud, — 
idem to ethers, will not fail to raiſe cheir;qwn te- 
putation, and as cm ſhould not be ſo much as ance 
named among frre, it will effefually pre- 
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r 
nee inluenced by ous prinhpe, 
ney? a $2445. 306. 
. ; an indif- 
putable inſtance of which we have in the A grinad- 
maſter of that great undertaking, who, without ci- 
thet wealth or power, or any” other diſtin Wen. 
than that of being the e fad; was appoikted 
by the' grand-maſter, - and approved by the people 
: v 
. $9 i] ops 46 * $591 
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animate vs in the patſaits of ſe nb ofcitabc, 
chat we may all be qualified to fl, in rotation, 
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| the baren of the craft, which are the juſt : 
of pe — in 2 regular cioculation. * JT; hq 


. Wau 
2289 to obey, permit le in 
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a juſt, a firiking = of e Sviniy. "They" 
ſaid the gods, who are the authors of every thing: 
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re AFTER THE —_———— awd tx. 
©, STACEMENT OF THE AEST OF THE OFFICERS. 
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» Brethren, ---- ted x 2 5 
FLATTER if there is no ma/ox of wiy ne. 
inſenfible of the fincere regard F 
ever had, and hope ever to retain, for our vensta- 
ble inſtitution ; certain I am, if this eſtahliſhinent 
ſhould ever be held in little eſteem by the members, 
it muſt be owing to the want of a due fenſe of the 


excellence of its principles, nern 
and focial duties on which it is founded. 1 


18 


1 


J ES eh 4 TEES BPR, 7 
G cipal bulinefs of the lodge is mirth and entertain- 


ment, hath induced men of Joſe principles and 
diſ- 
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diſcordant tempers to procure admiſſion inte our 
community ; this, together with an unpardonatile 
great diſcredit and uneafineſs to the craft ; ſuch 
perſons being no ways qualified for, a ſociety 
pended wpoy wildem, and cemented — 
and Chriſtian- love. & 


Therefore let it be your peculiar care. to pay 
AriRt attention to the merit and charadter of thoſe, 4 
who, from among the circle of your acquaintance, | 4 


pcs 
| thene js not more efſettual method of ingraiaing 
vlailance_ and refpeRt; by agreement with each o- * 
ther in judgement and pradtice. lagged 


{ wo ) 
never be the caſe when men's principtes and'difyo- 
des urs oppolite, and not Are for whity. 
by the fame inclinations, and moulded by the fame 
morals,” befoze we can pleaſe or be pleaſed in ſo- 
ciety. No commanity or place can make 2 man 
beppy. who is not furaiſhed with a tener of mind- 
ro reliſh felicity. The we and jad grand »efer 
« That vhe light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it 
5 to behold the fun.” Vet for this pleaſure we 
are wholly indebted to that aftoniſhing picce of 
heavenly workmanſhip, the eye, and the feveral 
organs of fight. Let che eye be diflempered, ind 
| —— — 
; to us loſe their beauty | and Tuſtre} let 
the. eye be totally deſtroyed, then the ſenſe which 
depends upon it, is loft alſo, and the whole body 
is full of darkneſs. 80 is it with that maſpn, who 
bas hot a frame and temper of mind adapted to our 
| Iiffitacion, without which the blended atlurements 
"of pleaſure and inſtructions to be found. in the. 
lodge, muſt become taitclefs, and uf us efſeR. 
Eb 


be 


, { 141 4 q 
r — vi 
diſpoſed to honour ge men for their virtues, and 
wiſe men for their knowledge : Good men for pro- 
gn ogy ie e ; and 

men for encouraging arts and ſciences, and 
diffufing them from eaſt to weſt, and between 
north and ſouth ; rejefting all who are not of good 
- found morals, and competent — 


Aly wid una, wc cet ahh 
muſt be ftrangers within your walls. On Ii 
owe eee eee 
3 not your reputation * 
eon of the cher body. * . 
TY + herd * 8 ** Seel N apts 
r * 
will continually evince your viſdom by their 
K+; for c is known by — 
Rx 16h eb FDA 
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than too great 2 nember of members indiſeri mi · 
nately mode ; want of regulation in — 
x33 — 


— — 
ſhall do well is cultivate ihe following virtyes, 
. 


. — 


Je 419 ads nee; end bd hel eter 
v4cce es, the ornament of our achans, the /quare 
and rae of our affairs, It is the knowledge and 
choice of thoſe things we mult either approve or 
reject; and implies to conſult and deliberate well. 
to judge 484 weep hap Ware 2174 
cuts well. >” tt STE x7 


1 
Eee 
petites and affeftions, ſo ago uſc the good things 
of this life as noe to gbuſe them; either by a for- 
did and pngrateful parſimony on the one hand, or 
a profuſe and prodigal iydulgenge to, exceſs, on 
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ments in its favour ; for, av we value our health, 
rafters as men, as Chriſtians, as members of ſo- 
cicty in general, and as Fre maſons in particular, 
all conſpire to call on us for the exerciſe of this 

virtue; it mort, it comptehends a tit obſervance 
hae eee 
in all inge: Not only avoiding what is in itſelf 
improjer, but alſo 'whatever has the leaſt or moſt 
remote appearance of impropriety, that the tongue 
of the flanderer may be ſtruck dund; end make 
err 0 e 
* e ien 

W ne eee 
temperance, is what the meaneſt flation neceſſarily 
calls for, the moſt exalted cannot diſpence with. 
It is abſolutely requiſite in al! tations : Id is high- 
ly neceffary to the ſupporting every defirable cha- 
raQer, to the eſtabliſhment of <v+ry ſatiety; to 
the intereſt of every individual in the community. 
K W 4 en it is a Cie virnie. It indplich- 
the thi obſervation of decoruta in the ſeaſons of 
relaxation, and of every enjoyment; and is that tem- 
pet of mind which is . 
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acquiſntion, only to. the glory of the fivet- au- 
— gary pat 


ne the exercite of theſe vines, 
{which ace eſſential ſupports af eyery; lodge of 
free and accepted ee they vile iy ſecure 
ys from choſe nncenttitutional peatiices which have 
| proved fo fatal to this ſociety. For gradexce will 
ſeover the abſurdity and folly of. cxpeRting true 
| harmony, without due attention to - 1-0 


OI Saab wth other 
ebe ald. berein differing from, all other 

| Grecians; and = dbeing aſked for what u- 
fon be made this inſtitution, ſo diſagrecable to the 
 Fentintients of all other men? anſwered, Les the 
ſervice of the gods ſhould at any time be intermit- 


{ nas 1 


Ree tute as in other parts of Greece, it might ſome- 
time dr other happen that the divine worſhip, out of 
the covetauſurſs of ſome, and the povergy of o- - 
en would be egit This obfervation: will 
A — 
T hope, by them be properly tk! 

| I would not be underſtood here to mean, that 
becauſe theſe three ore! virtues are Jarticuloeſy 
painted out, as eſſentially neceflary to the good d- 
Spline and ſupport of a lage, nothing more is 
requiced ; for facial muſt be united with ma? ex- 
cellencies. Was a man to be merely, prudent, tem- 


ld be at moſt but a aſclefs, if not 2 
eee wang 


© Iathe bert place permit me to temind you, that 
x tac atfentiance' on the lodge for your own im- 


tne cur yaicwsl —— 
"his." the - highoſt ornaments of human nature: 
"ad for the credit of the community ; becauſe 
U | ir 
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it is your indiſpenſible duty to ſupport ſuch a cha- 
rater in life as is there enjoined. The prevalency 
of good example is great, and no language is ſo ex- 
preflive as 2 conſiftent life and converſation. Theſe 
once forfeited in a maſevic character, will dimi- 
niſh a man, not only in the eſteem of perſons of 
ſenſe, learning, and probity ; but even men of in- 
3 
per dilation. 


3 
cenfarimus are ever diſpoſed to form their judg- 
ments of mankind according to their conduct in 
public life. So when the members of our ſociety 
deſert their body, or diſcover any inconfiflency in 
to bring an odium on a profeſſion, which it is the 
duty of every member highly to honour. Indeed 
inftances of the conduct here decried, I on ne 
very rare, and I might ſay as often as they do happen, 
tend full more to diſcover the mage of our ad- 
verſaries than to reflect oh ourſelves. For with 
what ill-nature are fuch ſuggeſtions framed ? How 
weak muſt it appear in the eye of diſcerament, to 
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rondemn a whole ſociety for the irregularity of 2. 
few individuals.* 


But to return to my argument. One great caufe 
of abſenting ourſelves from the kdge, I apprehend 
to be this; the want of that grand fundamental 
principle, breeberh-love / Did we properly culi- 
ſelves the happicſt when aſſembled together. On 
ung in acm, unity in government ſubſiſts; for 
whatever draws men into ſocieties, it is that only 
can cement them. 


eſt commandment ; all the others are ſummarily 
comprehended in this. It is the fulfilling of the 
law, and a neceſſary qualification for the oh“? 
luke, where the ſupreme architect of the univerſe 
» Though there ſhould be fice-maſane who coolly, and 
without agitation of mind, ſeem to have diveſted themſelves 
of all aſſection and efteem for the craf? ; we only ſee 
the effects of an exquiſite and inveterate depravation ; for 


. Borg in erm 
be totally loſt. 3 


2 Ine | We 
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ere three principal graces, by which we muſt be 
_ guided thither ; of which chari or anirerfal hue 
is the chief. When fan ſhall be ſwallowed vp in 
- viſion, and hee in enjoyment, then true charity, 
or &rotberſy-lave will ſhine with the 
2K 

— cxny. pride, confirianects, 
malice, revenge, and difcord, are the productions 
of a diabolical diſpoſition. Theſe are epidemical 
diſorders of the mind, and if not ſcaſonably gor. 
particular communities, and mare eſpecially wo. 
„ 


e 
2 
we tempted to enry? Char guards the mind - 
gainſt it, charity envieth not. Are we tempted by 
pride ? Clarity vaunteth not itſelf, is not pulled up, 
| Where this virtue is predominant, humility is both 
its companzon and its delight ; for the charitable 
man puts on dowels of mexey, kindneſs, T 


St 
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hneſs of mind. It is a certain remedy likewiſe a- 
2ainſ all cex/orimſucſe : Charity thinketh no evil, 
but belicverh all things, hopeth all things, will 
A ee ie ba 
gt ir . 


Ferrer of this Chit 
ax virtue, fo eſſential to our prefent and futpre hap- 
pineſs, prove our eſteem for it, and by its influence 
upon our lives and actions teſtify to the world the 
cultivation of it among us, that they who think 
„ ſpat evid of us, may be thereby confounded 
| endiyut toopenihanc; And inwas aproverbial 
expreflion among the enemies of Chriftandty in its 
infayey, * See how: the Che, love onc 2 
_ nother;” may the ſame with equal propriety be 
ſaid of ftee-maſors. this will convince the foof- 
fer and fliumderer, that we ace lovers of Hiz who 
ſaid, - H ye love me keep my commandments ;” 
and, | This is my commandment, that ye love 
_ en another -as 1 have loved you.” . (This will 
prove to our eme, that a good majer ip a good 
man, and a good Chriſtian, and afford ourſelves 
- grounded hope of admittance into the lodge of e- 
verlaſting felicity hereafter, AN 
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ORATION, 


Delivered at the Dedication of | | 
A New FREE MASON's HALL 


And ye, my much cficemed Bazruwnnn, 


— — 2nd refpes-- 

KK table an audience, and the infrequency of 

” the occaſion upon which it is aflembled, induce 
ſomething of our art itſelf: A taſk the more plea- 
fing, as nothing can be truly ſaid, notwithſtand- 
ing the ridiculous furmizes of the ignorant and 
uninformed, but what maſt redound to her he- 

nour ; for being born of virtue, Ike her amiable E 
parent, the need to be ſeen only, and ſhe will iſe | 
2 1 WAY OI, 


. . ani, rated, and iy of 
- fonry, 
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fonry, are topics too curious for ſo incompetent , 
ſpeaker, and too copious for fo ſhort a moment ay 
the preſent opportunity affords. You will fuſfer 
me, therefore, to wave theſe points; and as we 
derive the origin of our craft, though coeval with 
the creation, more immediately from the build- 


ing of Solomon's Temple, to moralize fome cir- 


"We are told by the Jewiſh Hiltorian, + thac 

The , of Solomon's Temple was laid 
prodigiouſly deep; and the ſtones wete not anly of 
the largeſt fize, but hard and firm enough to en- 
dure all weathers ; mortiſed one into another, and 
_ wedged into the rock.” | What a happy deſcrip 
tion is this of our myſtical fabric, the foundation 
e which is aid in trath, victue, and chirity 5 
Charity, that like the Patriarch's ladder, has its 


foot placed apon the carth, and the top eben 


* Stade. who mart 2» 


+ Jotephus, the tranſlation of which — 
* quoted, excege wheze it is particularly foulty. 


G 


( } 
vat Heaven; and behold the angels of God afcend. 
ing and deſceridiag on it! fo deep and large is our 
eternal dafls ; and the fuperiktuctare, Which fages 
rd. corpora and potentates, have not 
diſdained to ; no trials, no perſecutions 
be able io | ble ie. "iy Ah 


vehemently againt ie, yet i will find firid 208 
impregnable'; r 
it is founded upon a rock. a 


— Gs Te - 
mon's Temple vas the order if the fabric - Tic 
Toe — | 
partitions, e 

independent one n 
eee hats 
ode piece. anf as if the 


parate views, ſeparate cation. 3 
eint buy wean; all one body, linked and cou- 
© gl rogerher By the te hands of friend- | 

| tip 
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Ap and beothertived ; und it is to this concord, 
9 Gary that we muſt ever be in- 


Aid particular temarkable in Solomon's 
Temple wis the beanty of #: © The walls,” fays 
the Hiftorian, ** were all of white ſtone, wainſcot- 
ted with cedar; and they were fo artificially put 
together, that these wis no joint to be diſcerned, 
hor the leaſt fign of a hammer; or of avy tool, 
that had come upon them.“ Is it, 1 wouldaſk, in 
the powex of language Thoſe I would aſk, who 
ace informed:in maſonry--—--ls it in the power of 
language, to deſcribe our inftitution. in fitter terms 
than theſe ? Integrity of life and candour of man- 
2 the glory, of maſons : 
1 is theſe that muſt render our names worthy of 
cedar; It is. theſe that muſt immortalize our art 
ſtood the colrafion of time; that worm, whoſe 
— pig 141 Oe Ree 
| n and nature: ä 


—— vs Vigts i ts Va Go 


( 254 )} 


whoſe deſolating hand laid waſte the nableſt ei 
forts of genius, the proudeſt monuments of aati- 
quity:; even Gothic barbariſm irfelf was not able 
to deſtroy it. It was overcaſt indeed, for feveral 
centuries, by that worſe than Egyptian darknefs, 
which brooded all over Europe :-— Juſt as miſts 
and clouds may . obſcure the ſun, and the whole 
trigfic ſplendour ; he will again burſt forth with 
2 | 


Bid the figlds revive, 
ne eee 7 
Ann their joy, . 2 1048-5 4 


2 * 52 15 3 4 «4 


77.0 uk the mand of Oe five Pay, EE 


— - | + Has rear's herdrooging head, * 
*- And tricks her beams, and with new-hangled ore * 


20 . * 
t. UU. ar x 4.5 5 nag 
Ir EIS wb e det For 
as this beautiful edifice teſtifies, in its faiceſt and 
a * ; * the 


* 
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himfelf;” intent upon his "own work, may regard 
with pleaſure ; a ſociety of men formed to ſupport 
the intereſts of ſcience, virtue; and benevolence, 
or violence, that no flaw, no joint can be diſcern- 
ed; bur as our Hifforian ſpeaks, ** All things are 
| —— —-— one piece to ano- 
2 nature, 0 b hen 
ꝗ6i.. wg 
1 | rer n. 1 
ae Seeds 
neſt and: imaradiate attention, are the orzaments of 
Soaloman's Temple ; fo applicable to cur art, and fo 
figurative of its excellence, that I truſt it will be 
20 treſpaſs upon your time or patience to dwell 
upon them more largely. We are | told: by the 
„„ 
adorned with painting and ſculpture.” Nothing 
is more obſervable in the hiſtory of mankind, than 
that maſonry and civilization, like twin fifters, 
have gone hand in kund together ;"and that wealth, 
X2 arts. 


— in full poſſeGion of wild and-fa+ = 
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and beatify haman life, have followed with faith- 
ders ot architecture mark the growth and progreſs 
of civilization. Dark, dreary, and comferticſs 


iag, and afraid of each other, ſhrouded themſcives 
in thickets of the woods, or dens and caves of (he 
earth. In theſe murky receſſes, theſe ſombrous 
them to build babutations for convenience, defence, 
end comfort. : The habitations they then bun,“ 


» prompt and artlcfs imitation of Smple and coarſe 


nature.. Yet rude and inclegant as they wen, they 
— that by aggregating man- 
kind, they prepared the way fos improvement and 


that. Hobs belle pa 


0 o 
*** 4 
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collifian ; and the xoygheſt manners by communitm 
and.tercourſe. Thus: they loſt by degrees their 
aſpexity and roggedneſs; and became infenfibly 
mild and gentle, from fierce and barbarons nature. 
Maſonry beheld, and gloried in che change ; and as 
their minds expanded. and ſoftened, ſhe ſhowed thenk. 
new lights, and conducted thein to new im 
ments. Their fuſtic manſions pleaſed no more,--- 
they aimed at ſomething higher and nobler, and 
form de, they adopted that as their model ani 
_ prototype.” At this ma, their buildings, though 
fimple and nato ware propertioned in the en- 
Saeed manyer, and admirably calculated for ftrength 


" _ whhting, — eafe 7 gr —_— 1 p hich 


pliſhed: part of the creation, that we catch all thoſe 
bevinching delicacies, —thole nicer, gentler, in- 
expreſihle graces,—which are hot to be taught by 
-, , they * far beyond all 


> "dy "ale 
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rules of art. but are communicated from them to 
-I know not how—fhall I fay by conegion?” 
Accordingly, the ſucceeding Order“ was formed 
afrer the model of a young woman, with Toofe, 
fape; = happy 6 —— 
Ve T3 notre r 54m 
N een at that period, when the 
human genius, which we have juſt ſeen in the bud, 
it'was that maſonry + put on her richeſt robes, her 
moſt gorgeous apparel ; and tricke&berſelf our in 2 
piofuſion of ornaments, the principal of which 
were eminently confpicuous in Solomon's Temple. 
ho A de 
| e*9 4 od 


— Order: * Aab ee 
* 1 | 
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Ler on powers, ſhe holds out ber tech, and <n- 
lightens the whole circle of arts and ſciences. Co- 
22 fraught with 
the produce and 1 the. whole univerſe : 
Ne 
ſhe has raiſed; and 

—— 
N 

this charming theme tranſport me ? | (uy = 
would fail me to recount balf the hjeſbogs accrying 
to mankind from our maſt excellent and amiable 
nfuvns 5.4 Gall conclude. this: per of ay fub- | 
ment of Solomon's Temple, the two cherubims 
e tere whole. wings expanded. from. 
one wall to the other, and. touched in the 
The olive, you-know, is the ſymbol of peace, and 
e 
r 


"wes Ae ee 


Bi tips — — 
* is tharity :—-Ler 65 cherim this hae 
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views, let es make ie the vital principle of ver 
Toule, -** Dear av the ruddy frops that wards our 
Bearts, “ and it cannot fail to be the conflant rule 
of our actions, the juſt ſquare of our dealings with 


al mankind. * And thoagh pity may plead, in 
more tender terms, for the Gftreffes 


of a poor brother yet let us be a to ee 
d tran of relief, as far ad ove circinaltiaces I. 
band. to miſdirulics of every Lind! ek 
melts ts; It was an evertaſting 'teprodth to the 
Jews, thar they contrafted their benevoſtence wich- 
er te of dan vw oct wil/putty. 
Let bats be free ahi inthatthe * 2007 >. 
Ct BEDS © vc; TOS 924025597 (271 E 1— e 
A 22 — 
5 che ne : _— MM 

a. place tut. 

*- 8 Wb hit eee md 
| his harky be indve met with Mi, Eu the 
Enibletotizon, ster he goes, d, like that 
OT ee 
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derful devotion and ſublimity, as far above the 
moſt rapturous flights of pagan eloquence, as the 
r 


„sl LS AAR TIF 
and the. fea; thou that filleſt the whole, and every 
thing that. is in it, and act thyſcif boundleſs and 
_ incomprekenble ; look down graciouſly upon thy 
ſervants, who have preſumed to erect this houſe to 
the honour of thy name! Let thy holy ſpirit de- 
ſcend upon it in the bleling of thy peculiar pre- 
ance; Than that art every where, deign. alſo to 
be with us! Thou that ſceſt and hearcft all things, 
look down from thy throne of glory, and give ear 
to our ſupplications! And if at any time hereafter 
| thou thalt be moved in thy juſt diſpleaſure to pa- 
thy aerrible judgments, famine, pettilence, « 


—— 


4 5 then 
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With theſe words Solomon call himſelf pes 
the ground in folemn adoration ; and all the peo- 
ple followed his example wich profound ſubmifion 
and homage. We are now going to dedicate this 
fair manſion, to the nobleſt purpoſes, to maſonry, 
virtue, and benevolence ; and I perſuade myſelf 
from the flattering attention with whieh you have 
heard me, that our enſuing ceremony will be re- 
Whatever advances the intereſts of benevolence, 


claims our reſpect as men; and it is no flattery ta 


our ancient and myſtical inſtitution, to aflicm that 
r 3 
. Bent. 
of our ſociety, than what may be collected from 
the account given us of certain ſolitaries, who by 
fechuding themſelves from mankind, from friendly 
communication, and focial intercourſe, loſt the 
— — i. © © 

| human 
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human figure, and human fentiments, and became 
like beaſts: They fed in the fame manner with 
their fellow brutes; and if they faw any of the 


human ſpecies, they fied away, and hid themfebves 


2 


If ſack be the miſerable, abject conſequence of 


retirement, whatever, like our inftitution, collect 


and confociates mankind, has a claim to our 
warmeſt efteem as conducive to public and private 


moments of convivial chearfulnefs, we give too 


tion. Reaſon is the true limit, beyond which 


temperance ſhould never wander: When miſled | 


with the ** ſweet poiſon of miſuſed wine,” we o- 
verpaſs this bound, we quench the ſpark of divini- 
ty that is in us, we transform ourſelves into brutes ; 
and like thoſe who had taſted the fabulous cup of 


Circe, 


And downward fall into a groveling ſwine 


Ons word more and Ihave done — The Tem: 
12 ple 


LE. * 44. 
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12 0 


utility. Yet let us beware, left in the unguarded 


large and unbounded ſcope to our ſocial diſpoſi- | 


% 1 


( 6 } 
Rei ent dect our eyes to the fame quarter, 

— where the day-fpring-from on high viſited us ; 
| ſan of righteouſneſs roſe with healing i 


2 and Geaghs in the 
2 = 
-» CE i" 4 * . dd i > 
# - "4 * 
« #3 ; 9 4 
C * 1 
* 9 
_ - 
2 & N 1 yy © 
. * 
8 * 
. 
- s 39 4 * . n 
* 
% — 0 4 
F * 2 "$403, as 1 * f 
, - 
» * 
53 - * *— - s 4 * * . 
= 4 
> 4b * * 
. The » © ” Y 
* 
7 * 0 
„ - . 
ww J. 2 * & — 
1 * % 
N * * 3 2 1 
117 : 4 
98 * 
* 


1 . 9 
n wr 
-.$0LOMON's Tak 


9 Fv7 7) *” Bs Ar 128 2 * 264} v7 


ORATORIS. 


2 » ＋ A 27 40 i * ＋ . _ 6.4 « . 
S 
* „ "7 } 
| r. 
4 , 


| $0LOWOW 23 3 * wok 
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We're met to bid a ſplendid fabric rife, | 
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Hiern Prize r. 
And lo! where Uriel, angel of the fun, 
Arrives to ſec the mighty buſineſs done. 
5 8 AIX 0 
been 
And with his ſunny veſtment chears the fight. 


Unis 

. | .RECITATIVE., 

The Lord fopreme, grand maſter of the Kies! 
Who bid creation from a chaos riſe, 
The rules of axchitetizer fat eagrar'd 

ann 
To heaven's high Architect all praiſe, 

All gratitude be giv'n, 
Who deign'd the human ſoul to raiſe, 

— II 
| Sereno. 

'RECITATIVE, 

Adam well vers d in arts, 
Gave to his ſons the plumb and line 
; Of Maſonry ; ſage Tubal Cain 


To the deep organ tan'd the ftrain 1 „ 


(6) 


a * 41 . 1 
And while he Fwell'd the melting note, _ 


Hrien fie r. 
RECITATIVE, accompanied. 
Upon the ſurface of the waves, 
(When God a mighty deluge pours) 
— a} - i | 


Uz1izi 
AIX 
Hark from on high the Maſon word : | 
„David, my ſervant, ſhall not build = 
„Ange for heaven's all foy'reign Lord; | "vs 
Sine blood and war have fin 'd his ſhield : | 
That for the deputy, his fon, 
2222 De Cage. * 
Sound great JEHOVAH's praiſe! 
Who bade young Solomon the temple raiſe. 
$0Lowen 


RECITATIVE. 
So grand a ftrufture ſhall we raiſe, 


| That men ſhall wonder! Angels gaze! 


* 


REEITATIVE. - 
To plan the mighty dome, | 
Hiram, the waker-maſon; 's come. 


- 


as 
1411. 


We know thee, by thy apcon white,” ” n 


An to be 


We know thee, by thy trowel bright, 
Well KF in maſonry;  , e 


Thy manly walk and air. 
Inſtructed, „ eee 
ar 


Hr: 22 3 


H. a 
"AK 


er, 


We know. thee, by thy jewe!'s blaze, 1 


SoLondc nn 

RECITATIVE. 
e ILY 1 ; T 
Bull of chamiebees to gaze the dome ; 
All Lebanon, as if ſhe knew | 2 
The great occafian---lo, is come! 


Un | q 
21 
Behold, my brechren of the Ar. 

| Chorus of the Priefts and Nobles. ; * 
Be prefent all ye heavenly bel. 
* 


* 
© ” . g 
* 14 9 . * 9 * . 1 7 
7 9 * 2 . * 3 * N 
1 ' 
- > 2 \ - 9 * > wil 


$687 
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Massen. 
RECITATIVE. 


In admiration-of thy wiſdom, the, 
Comes to preſent the bended knee, 


SoLomwos to HI u, 
RECITATIVE. 
Receive her with a fair ſalute, 
Such as with majeſty may ſuit. 
Hrz a N. 
ATR 
When allegiance bids obey, 
We with pleaſure own its ſway. 
| Enter Sun» 4 attended, 
Obedient to ſuperior greetneſfs, ſee, | 
Our ſcepter hails thy mightier Majeſty. 
Thus Phebe, queen of ſhade and night, 
Owning the ſun's ſuperior rays, 
With feebler glory, leſſer light, 
Attends the triumph of his blaze, | 


* 


EH OLD, attended by a num'rous train, 
of the ſouth, fair Sheba, greets thy 


( 9} 


Oh, all-excelling prince, receive 
The tribute due to ſuch a king! 


Not the gift, but will, believe! 
Take the heart, not what we bring. Du Cape. 


SOLOMON 
RECITATIVE. 
Let meaſures ſoftly ſweet, 
Illuftrious Sheba*s preſence greet. 
SOLOMON 


AIX 
Tune the lute and firing the lyre, 


Here united powers combine 
To make her brighteſt of the fair, Da Cafes 


SOLOMON 
RECITATIVE. 


Hiram, our brother and our friend, 
Do thou the queen with me attend. 


( uz ) 


SCENE H. AX wicw of the Temph., 


Hicn PRIEST. 
RECITATIVE. 
Lo, what auguſt ſolemaity it wears; 
Angels themicives have deigned to deck the frame, 
AIX. 
When the queen of the ſouth ſhall return 
To the climes which acknowledge her ſway, 
Where the ſun's warmer beams fiercely burn, 
The princeſs with tranſport ſhall fay, 
Well worthy my journey, I've ſeen 
A monarch both graceful and wiſe, 
Deſerving the love of a queen, ">. 4 
And a Temple well worthy the ſkies. De Cap, 
C HO Ru S. 
r — 


1 


** A M. 
RECITATIVE. 
Of riches much, but more of wiſdom, 1 


e 


Hi Au. 


5 ® 
. — * * «© * 
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Hnnza mm 
AIR. 


Oh charming Sheba, there behold, 
What maſly ſtores of burniſh'd geld; | 
Yet richer is our art! 4 
Not all the orient gems that ſhine, f 
Excel the maſon's heart. 
True to the fair, he honours more, 
Than glitt'ring gems or brighteſt ore, = 
The plighted pledge of love ; 
To ev'ry tie of honour bound, 
In love and friendſhip conſtant found, 
And favour'd from above. 4 


SoLowon and 8222 
DUET. | 
nn 

And charming Selman is he. 
One the reſt I 

82224. On thou ſurpaſſing all men wiſe; 

SoLowox. And thine excelling women's eyes. 


HEB A. 


Hin am 


( 2794 } 


HinzamM. 
RECITATIVE. 


Wiſdom and beauty both combine 
Our art to raiſe, our hearts to join. 


CHORUS. 
Give to ma/oxry the prize, 
Where the faireſt chuſe the wiſe : 
Beauty ftill ſhould wiſdom love ; 
Beauty and order reign above. 
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- CORRECT LIST 


OF THERE 


COUNTRY LODGES, 
| Under the Conſtitution of England. 


— — 


BERKSHIRE. 


wm f | 
475 Nfg 


CAMERIDGE. 
210 Iſle of Ely, Philharmonic L. the Bell, 1ſt M. 
363 Newmarket, / N Lodge 


| | CORNWALTDE. 
Falmouth, Ladge of Love and Honour, 
| des © add 34 & 4th 


Wan. 
446 


16 


— Fes 
% 
London Inn 


CUMBERLAND. 


Carliſle, Lodge Harmony 24 Wed. 
28, W Workington, 22 1 Mon. 
r — 


437 Dalſton. 


OSTD ET CAMS. 
e 
38 Enxcter, e 2d & L Fr. 


172 — S 2222 
244 —— Union 


Unit, King's-Arms 2d & 4th M. 
1 
Lodge of Fortitude, Dolphin 

| | 1 & 3d Tu. 
327 —— Ladgeof Friendfbi, Hume of Feathers 


it & 34 Wel. 
2 : 161 5 


os Dem an, tag toe 
— L. Globe Ina 18 & 34 The 


DORSETSHIRE.. 


DURHAM, 
3 44 | 


136 Sunderland. Phanix Ledge, 
Ws. , 

244 —— % Captains Lake, 21 

s eee — 


3 


375 ne 
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— — — 


GLOCESTERSHIRE. 


— 22 Shakef. 2d & 4h F. 
"55 — ne. 
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HEREFORDSHIEE. X 
187 Hereford, Polladiaz L. Swan & Falcon ri Tu- 
HER TFORDSHIRE. 
CSS 
þ be of Ace 


10 Chatham, Ku 
28 


227 — hy 

DDr 1ſt M. 
Feverſham, 

29 hdge of Friendſhip bs cad Je, 


other W. 


iſt & zd Tu. 
223 * — hdge, Granby's 


2d Tu. 


404 ſe. . 0 2 
iſt & 3d Th. 


3 ES New Roſe Inn 
i & 3d fu. 


424 A ef Love and Unty, 1 


476 Margate, Thenet L. Parade Hotel 2d & 4th W. 


LANCASHIRE © 


36 Anchor and Hope Th. n. f. M. 


Bolton-le-Moor, 
49 Bury, kdge of Relief, Donar i- Head Th. af. f. M. 
42 2 372 
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312 » badge of Temperance, Boark-Head, near 
| nez t full Moon 
67 Mancheſter, bh W. Hock 2d M. 
3 W Budworth's Tav. 
ik & zd Tu. 


2 . 1 
leece Tav. laſt M. 
128 Liverpool, Su ce = 


e 


, Royal - W. next bat. f. N. 
175 Colne, E/ Lancofbire badge, min 
1ſt I. 
2828 White Bull 2 


1 W. Horſe it & 
eee 
W. next M. 


__ - MIDDLESEX. 
* E r. Flake rg 


wn fc, Caveac hdge, Angel - #- 
435 Edmonton, L. of Rural FriendGqp, Angel T. F. 
474 Hampe. Court, L. of Harmony Tey W. n. f. M. 
| NORFOLEK. | 
*:7 Norwich, White w n 1ſt W. 


* — Lingo Head un Th. 
——— Maid's-Head : 3d Tu. 
— Red Cow | zd and 4th W. 


— — a. nn Ml. * At. tC. ac Ma 


des Orford, huge of Alfred 
|  Conftitution 


I R Colſee-H. every other S. 
I 2 


226 Thetford, White-Hart | | 
313 Diſs, Ryal Alfred hedge, K. Head M. af. f. M. 


 NortTHUMBERLAND. 
ah Oe Ned bg, Pro Room 1ſt & zd Th, 


19: Hexham, 
419 —— » Bee-Hive 
432 Se MichaeP's L. . Room, 1 & 34 M. 


NG@TTINGHAMSHIRE. 


189 Nortingham, White Horſe, 3d Tu 


OXFORDSHIRE, 


397 hedge. 


SHROPSHIRE. 


— — —— | 
47 Whickucch, Wha Lin, "Th. prev. L. 58. 
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'" _SONMERSETSHIRE. 


36 Bath, Roa! Camber. Z. Bear Inn, x +4 - 


/-» STAFFORDSHIRE. 


45 Wolverhampton, Swan iſt & 3d The 


SUFFOLK. 


br 11 
60 Kew-Green, L. of Afabillity, Roſe and Crown 


it & 3d W. 


Lion 


WARWICKSHIRE. 


- 47 Birmingham, & N I. Free-Maſons' Ta- 
vern iſt and 3d Fr. 


” 


Det EEE. 2 
* 


r 


+ 
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156 mmm . L. a” Tavera 


iſt and 2d Tu. | 


47: Coventry, Trizity kdge, Gotd-Ligh. 5 


WES TMOR LAND. | 
iſt Wed, 


WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sn Ruſh Jun 24 & 4 


Broomſgrove, St Fobn's hdge, Golden 


WILTSHIRE. 
2722 Room ut 
— — — 


YORKSHIRE. 


457 Road 


— 


. 


: 


193 Richmond, Old Black Bull ff NM. 
220 Wakefield, bape of U | 8 
238 Wakefield, 2 rown 


65 Halifax, Union Croſs Ae w 


. 
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NORTH-WALES. 


* 
412 


SOUTH-WALES. * 


Neath, 
Ship and it & 3d To. 
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